
  
Personal Best at the West 

echucawestps.vic.edu.au. 
 

NEWSLETTER  

NO. 7 FRIDAY 20th MARCH, 2009 

 

Friday 20
th

 March 

Tennis 5/6H 

Sock it To You Orders & Money Due 

Monday 23
rd

 March 

Playgroup 

Friday 27
th

 March 

Tennis 5/6H 

Friday 3
rd

 April 

Last Day of Term 

Saturday 4
th

 April 

Sausage Sizzle - Safeway 

 

STUDENT LEADERS                   

 
 

Nathan Anderson-Scott & Daniel Zandt 

Daniel Zandt and Nathan Anderson-Scott continue as 

our School Leaders for the next week. Outlined below 

are Grade Reports. 

 

Grade Prep A  -  We have finished our big fat fish that 

we made with our buddies.  There are some whoppers, 

sharks and spotty fish swimming in the sea.  Today we 

had Mr Ymer in our room showing us lots of maths.  He 

thought we were very clever Preps with our counting 

and making groups.  In Art we made rainbow fish from 

patty cake papers.  They look great in the sea. 

Grade 1B  -  On Thursday we had a visit from Michael 

Ymer who did some special Maths with us.  We had a 

look at some wriggly worms and then we got to make 

10 of our own, using play dough.  Each one had to be 

different.  We then used counters to measure the length 

of each worm and recorded the number.  We got to 

draw our worms and make some ‘Worm Art’.  On 

Friday we continued on and added some of the worms 

together.  An 8 worm and a 6 worm made a 14 worm. 

Grade 2 B  -  This week we had a visit from the maths 

guru Michael Ymer.  It was great to see a few new ideas 

in regards to teaching maths.  Everyone was engaged in 

the activities and they were a lot of fun.  During writing 

this week we have continued to develop our writing by 

writing with a lot more description.  We have also made 

an information text as a whole class.  We looked at 

what special features these types of books have and 

have made sure that we have included them into our 

book.  During maths we looked at 2D & 3D shapes, 

made patterns and made our own fruit salad!!  In 

science we collected, analyzed and drew lots of 

interesting things from our gardens and the mound.  We 

used lots of describing words and used magnifying 

glasses to get a better look at them up close.  Keep up 

the great work with the home reading and spelling 

(particularly the 100 most used words).  It has been 

great with all the reading helpers throughout the week.  

If we can keep that up for the rest of the term it would 

be appreciated.  Hope to see you soon!!. 

Grade 3/4D  -  This week we have been busy! A lot of 

people are entering a writing competition, and are 

doing a fantastic job. For maths we have had Michael 

Ymer take us for an activity. We measured our shoes, 

and are working out the length, width, perimeter and 

area. On Wednesday, we had two special visitors to our 

school from the Melbourne Football Club. They were 

Cameron Bruce and Rhys Healey. While they were at 

our school we had a footy clinic and then had time to 

talk to the players. We all had great fun!!! 

Grade 3/4E   -  This week, our reading strategy of the 

week has been inferring.  We have been using clues in 

our reading together without prior knowledge to work 

out meaning.  We have been working on writing stories 

and poems for the Writing Competition.  This week we 

had players from the Melbourne Club teach us footy 

skills.  It was really exciting and we had our photo 

taken with Cameron Bruce and Rhys Healey.  We also 

had Michael Ymer work with us doing fractions which 

was lots of fun. 

Grade 3/4F  -  On Wednesday we had a footy clinic and 

two Melbourne FC players came. Their names were 

Rhys Healey & Cameron Bruce. It was fun. We did lots 

of activities. In Indonesian we used Indonesian 

dictionaries. It was fun but hard. Michael Ymer came to 

work with us about fractions. We’ve been looking at 

thick  and thin questions in Literacy. Shelby is going to 

England for six weeks. We will miss her very much.  

The new fish are doing great. 

By Katelin & Grady.   

Grade 5/6G  -  This week has gone so fast. 

In art we finished our stretched faces and the people 

that had finished made their own style with their other 

A4 faces.  In library we started book talk where you 

recommend a book for people to read.  In reading, 

Vikki put all the 5/6 grades on to the Premiers Reading 

Challenge.  You have to read 15 books until August and 

5 choice books.  In P.E we have finished all the group 

routines. In maths we are doing fraction action groups 

and they are really fun.  In Indonesian we went over to 

the garden and there are lots of pumpkins. 

We had singing as well.  We said goodbye to Tayla 

Molluso and wish her luck at the Special School next 

term. 

By Rylee Dixon and Thomas Creighton. 

Grade 5/6H  -  This week we have been busy learning 

about fractions and decimals with Michael Ymer and 

we made robots. The robots had to be vertically 

symmetrical and it was hard but it was fun. In reading 

we have been doing fix up strategies so that we can 

understand what we read better. In grade 5 buddies we 

have been making a picture story book and in the grade 

6 buddies they have been busy helping the prep 

children make fish. In our unit we have made a big 

brain.   Jayden, Fletcher, Jess, Jessie-Lee and Natasha 

painted it for us. This week we also finished our 

stretched pictures in art and they look fantastic!  

By Jason and Cody  

 



ATHLETICS STATE FINALS 

Ally Costas is competing this weekend in the Under 9 

State Finals at Olympic Park.  Ally is competing in 

Discus, 60m hurdles and shot put.  We wish Ally all the 

best in the competition. 

 

WRITING COMPETITIONS 

 

All students are invited to enter a story (500 words 

max) or poem (16 lines max) in the Write 4 Fun 

competition.  There are big prizes such as a Nintendo 

Wi and a Digital Camera.  Entries are due on March 

20
th

.  If you would like an entry form, please see your 

teacher or Mrs Cleary. 

There is a second competition and entries are due on 

April 30.  For this competition, there is a choice of 2 

topics „A Tale of Courage‟ or „Shining on‟, and 

children are asked to write a mystery or adventure story 

(1000 words max). 

 

PREP TRANSITION SURVEY 

 

This survey was included in last week‟s newsletter for 

our prep families.  Please complete and return to 

school.  There is a returns box in the office. 

 

ZONE SWIMMING 

 

Congratulations to Dayne and Corey who competed so 

well in Bendigo on Friday – Well done. 

 

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS MORNING TEA 

 

This was a great morning – lots of green stuff to 

celebrate St Patrick‟s Day.  Thanks to all the parents for 

the green cakes.  This is a wonderful opportunity to 

meet parents and share information across grade levels. 

Check out the notice board at the front of the school for 

some green photos. 

 

KIDS GO FOR YOUR LIFE 

 
Tips to help your family eat more vegetables and 

fruit everyday: 

 Involve your child when shopping for 

vegetables and fruit.  

 Use seasonally fresh vegetables and fruit as 

well as frozen, tinned and dried varieties.  

 Try to offer vegetables and/or fruit at each 

meal and snack.  

 Keep offering vegetables and fruit even if your 

child avoids eating them.  

 Add more vegetables to your family‟s 

favourite meals.  

 Keep a bowl of fresh fruit and vegetables 

handy for a quick snack.  

 Eat and enjoy a variety of fruit and vegetables 

yourself.  

 Be creative! Cut up vegetables and fruits to 

make them exciting and easier to eat. 

Use these tips to serve, eat and enjoy different 

vegetables and fruits with your family everyday! 

HEADLICE 

 

There have been more cases of headlice this week. 

Please check your child‟s hair.  If your child does have 

headlice they must be treated and all eggs removed.  

Treatment must be repeated every 7 to 10 days until 

clear.  Please check your children‟s hair and treat 

accordingly.  

Check every day – treat every 7 days. 

 

YOUNG LEADERS 

 
2009 National Young Leaders Day 

On Monday the 16
th

 was National Young Leaders Day, 

one of the largest and most significant youth leadership 

events in Australian. Amongst 5000 other students from 

around Victoria and Southern NSW were Emily 

Simpson, Marley Jones, Daniel Zandt, Tyler Small, 

Anthony McMahon and Natasha Bryant as they 

attended the Hisense Arena to learn how to develop 

their leadership skills. Some of the special speakers 

included our Premier John Brumby, Olympic Gold 

Medalist – Drew Ginn, host of Getaway – Catriona 

Rowntree, Mick Martin and Novelist – Kirsty Murray. 

“My favourite speaker was Catriona Rowntree because 

she was really funny and I learnt that I don‟t have to be 

great at Maths to be a good leader. The most important 

thing I learnt about being a great leader is to tell the 

truth”. – Anthony McMahon 6G 

Success is not to be measured by the position someone 

has reached in life, but the obstacles he has overcome 

while trying to succeed. – Booker T. Washington  

 

 

 
 

 

VEGETABLE GARDEN 

 

We now have a new drip system to water the fruit trees, 

herbs and grape vines.  Next week is Whole School 

Vegie Garden Cooking.  We will be using our large 

zucchinis.  Eggs are also a main ingredient (for those 

who can have them).  If anyone has extra eggs could 

they let us know (or drop them in) by Wednesday 

please. 

 

FUNDRAISING 

 

Our next fundraising meeting is on Thursday 23
rd

 April 

at 8.30am in the office. 

 

 

 

 



MAGAZINES 

 
Grade 3/4s  have been busy making face collages using 

magazine cuttings.  My supply of magazines is now 

running low, so if anyone has any old magazines they 

would like to donate to the Art Room I would be very 

grateful.  Thanks. 

 

ARTIST OF THE MONTH COMPETITION 

 

Here are this month‟s pictures and questions: 

 

 

  
 
 Artist‟s name? 

 Name of paintings? 

 Country artist is from? 

 Alive or dead? 

 

Answers to be put into the box in the Art Room by the 

end of March. 

 

BIRTHDAYS IN THE SCHOOL THIS WEEK 

 
We would like to wish a happy birthday to Amy-Jo 

Peterson, Liam Taylor, Mitchell Wales and Hannah 

Corken who are celebrating their birthdays this week.  

We hope they have a great day.  

 

ADVERTISING SPACE 
If you would like to sponsor our newsletter and 

advertise your business in this space we would love to 

hear from you.  This will cost $20 each week to include 

your business card or logo in our weekly newsletter.  If 

you are interested please contact the school on 

54822263. 

REMINDERS 

 Lunch Orders are Monday, Wednesday & Friday. 

 Lost Property Box is in the Undercover area. 

 Bank Day is Thursday 

 Newsletter folders to be returned by Thursday. 

 
 

FUTURE DATES 

Monday 20
th

 April 

Start Term 2 

Tuesday 21
st
 April 

Whole School Photos 

Thursday 23
rd

 April 

Fundraising Meeting 

Friday 1
st
 May 

Cross Country – Echuca PS 

Friday 8
th

 May 

Echuca/Moama Soccer Tournament 

Monday 18
th

 – Friday 22
nd

 May 

Education Week 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS. 
 

WINTER BASKETBALL SEASON 
Registration Monday April 20th  
at Echuca Stadium from 4pm  
Season Starts Monday April 27th  
Boys & Girls under 10, 12 , 14 & 16  
plus under 18 boys  
For more details please call Echuca  
Basketball Association on 54806903 or download 
forms at  
www.echuca.basketball.net.au  

SCHOOL HOLIDAY BASKETBALL CAMP. 

Echuca Basketball Centre.  For Boys and Girls 
aged 5 -10.  Wednesday 15 th  April from 10am -3pm.  
Cost is $20 with all playe rs to bring a basketball, 
lunch and a drink bottle.  

Flyers available from school office or For more 
details please call Adam Tarr on 54806903.  

 

SUPPORTING PARENTS OF CHILDREN WITH 

AUTISM & ASPERGER'S SYNDROME 
S.P.O.C.A.A.S 
P.O Box 979  
Echuca Vic 3564  
Ph 04 28 382668  

Fax 03 54806860  
www.clrs.org.au  
SPOCAAS is a committee of Community Living & 
Respite Services Inc.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.echuca.basketball.net.au/
http://www.clrs.org.au/

