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Monday 16
th

 March 

Young Leaders Day 2009 

Playgroup 

Tuesday 17
th

 March 

Community Morning Tea – 5/6H 

Thursday 19
th

 March 

Fundraising Meeting 8.30a.m. 

Friday 20
th

 March 

Tennis 5/6H 

Sock it To You Orders & Money Due 

Monday 23
rd

 March 

Playgroup 

 

STUDENT LEADERS                   

 
 

Nathan Anderson-Scott & Daniel Zandt 

Congratulations to Daniel Zandt and Nathan Anderson-

Scott who are our new School Leaders for the next two 

weeks. Outlined below are Grade Reports. 

 

Grade Prep A  -  Let’s hope the rain continues and we 

might even see some more grass pop up.  We have a 

very big visitor in our room at the moment.  We call 

him Mr Whopper.  He is very colorful and very quiet.  

Some Grade One students have been coming in and 

reading their readers to us in the morning.  The Preps 

are making a sea scene in Art and next week they might 

be making the fish to go in it.  The sounds ‘I’ and ‘d’ 

will be studied next week.  This week the Preps had 

their first literacy rotation and were able to use Kid Pix 

on the computer, make some food with playdough and 

write the menu, write about ‘t’ for tortoise and have a 

guided reading session.  They are working very well in 

these sessions.  Always busy. 

Grade 1 B  -  Everybody seems to be refreshed after the 

long weekend, which was nice.  After brainstorming 

words on ‘Under the Sea’ last week, students were 

asked to categorize the words based on their own 

groupings.  Headings that were created included 

activities in the sea, water crafts, sea creatures, the 

bottom of the ocean, body parts and water descriptions.  

In writing, we have looked at spelling and wrote a piece 

on an ‘Ocean Adventure.’  In Maths we measured water 

using cups to study capacity.  Some of us managed to 

get a little bit wetter than others.  Our buddies have 

been working with us to make paper mache creations.  

Thanks for all the newspapers that have been sent 

along. 

Grade 2 C  -  This week in maths we made 3D shapes 

out of straws and masking tape.  We looked at all the 

special features of these shapes.  We then turned these 

shapes into art work by combining them.  They are 

hanging around the classroom.  We interviewed each 

other to find out all the special numbers that are in our 

lives.  Most of us know our phone numbers and our 

addresses.  We made lots of numbers using dice and are 

certainly getting very good at making and naming these 

numbers.  During writing we looked at hundreds of 

books from around our classroom.  We were looking to 

see what made these books good and exciting.  We then 

decided what special things made these books good 

such as exciting beginnings.  We then took all these 

things and wrote our first narrative.  It was important 

to make sure we included all the things we found from 

the books.  It has been a very busy week and we have 

worked very hard.  Thanks to everyone who has helped 

out with reading.  Hope to see you next week!!. 

Grade 3/4 D  -  This week we have written a letter 

about a favourite book. We wrote about different things 

that we know or think about the book. In maths we 

talked about making halves and skip counting. For 

homework, we have been interviewing older people in 

our lives to find out more about them. In Indonesian we 

have been seed saving and we are going to start seed 

selling. In Art, we have been working on face collage. 

Grade 3/4 E  -  This week, we have been working on 

thick and thin questions. Thin questions start with 

Who? When? Where? Thick questions begin with What 

if? Why? How?  We have been finding good starts to 

narrative, and we are writing stories for the writing 

competition. We are enjoying using our reader’s 

toolboxes, and we have been practicing asking 

questions before, during and after reading. In maths we 

have been playing games on calculators and practicing 

skip counting. We have also been doing our Scottish 

dance. 

Grade 3/4F  -  This week has been a busy week. In 

reading groups we have been looking at ‘into the book’ 

on the computer. It’s a great website; we went into the 

visualizing section. In the class we have a fish tank. We 

have tropical fish. They only get a certain amount of 

food. We have one fighting fish, one cat fish, different 

sorts of neon’s and some rummy nose tetras and 

harlequin tetras as well as two mystery snails. In 

Indonesian we drew gardens in our Indonesian books. 

In maths we have made Calenders with Mrs Martin. We 

have a reading toolkit that some of the parents kindly 

made for us. We use it for making us read fluently.  

by Bailey, Hannah & Briar 

Grade 5/6 G  -  What a super week we’ve had this week 

in Grade 5/6G despite it being shorter than most.  

We have been focusing on ‘Fix Up Strategies’ for 

comprehension when reading this week and we’ve 

learnt how to play scrabble for our reading groups. We 

have been working on our narratives all with excellent 

leads.    In maths we have tackled multiplying decimals 

and finding equivalence between decimals and 

fractions.  Art was awesome this week. We created 

super stretched portraits of ourselves. You’ll see them 

in the classroom when you visit next. Our vegetable 

garden is growing well with loads of pumpkins to be 

sold soon- lots of pumpkin soup for winter.  Learning 

about our brains has been interesting too.  



Grade 5/6 H  -  It has been very busy in 5/6H! This 

week the grade 5s started their buddies with the grade 

5s and they started writing stories. In art we have been 

doing funny pictures using photographs of ourselves, 

they look fabulous. We have been continuing with 

tennis and it has been great. This week in PE we have 

been focusing on our fitness and have played a couple 

of games of bootball.  In reading we have started up 

our reading groups and have been doing a big variety 

of activities to help our comprehension. In writing we 

have been looking at authors and their writing.  It has 

been interesting to compare authors like Roald Dahl 

and Graeme Base.  It has been our second week doing 

BTN, this week we learnt about the Archibald prize. In 

maths we have been looking at subtraction and number 

lines and learning to read scales. In Indonesian we 

have been learning all about Bali and Indonesia.   

Clare shared with us her Bali experience which 

sounded really interesting.  

by Jessie-Lee and Jess Hearn 

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 

 

On Tuesday night we had our Annual School Council 

meeting.  Thanks to all the parents who attended. 

 

Please find attached a copy of the annual report which 

was  tabled and discussed at this meeting. 

 

We welcomed one new school council member – Kim 

Higgins, who is Abby and Tiah’s mum has joined our 

school council.  At the same time we are farewelling 

Michael McConachy who was our school council 

president in 2008.  It is opportune to thank Michael for 

his great work as school council president. 

Thanks also to Brendan Leersen and Phyllis Engstrom 

who have been our staff reps for the last two years. 

PARENT MEMBERS: 

Denise Chiswell – President 

Mark Urbaniak – Vice President. 

Kim Higgins 

Melissa Scott 

Babs Stritch 

Kylie McMahon 

Michael Stephens 

 

STAFF MEMBERS: 

Pam Chandler - Secretary 

Leila Munzel  

Judy Cook-Treasurer 

 

PREP TRANSITION SURVEY 

This week we have attached some surveys in relation to 

our 2009 prep transition program.  Just return 

completed surveys to the office.  Thanks. 

 

BUSES 

 

This week has proved a difficult week in relation to the 

3.20pm early town bus.  Especially the connections to 

Chelsworth Park and Westwood park. There have been 

a couple of changes which have been difficult to 

manage.  Children have needed to wait longer at 

Echuca College for their connecting bus.  This has 

resulted in children getting home later.  We are trying 

to work toward a satisfactory solution.  As soon as 

something more suitable is negotiated we will let you 

know. 

 

ZONE SWIMMING 

 

Hopefully Corey and Dayne have had a great day today 

at the zone swimming sports in Bendigo. 

 

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS MORNING TEA 

 

This Tuesday 17
th

 March is our first Community 

Connections morning tea for 2008.  Grade 5/6G are 

hosting this morning tea and it will be held in the 

library from 9.15a.m.. 

Please come along and join us.  This may be a good 

way to celebrate St Patrick’s Day. 

 

HEADLICE 

 

There have been more cases of headlice this week. 

Please check your child’s hair.  If your child does have 

headlice they must be treated and all eggs removed.  

Treatment must be repeated every 7 to 10 days until 

clear.  Please check your children’s hair and treat 

accordingly.  

Check every day – treat every 7 days. 

 

KIDS GO FOR YOUR LIFE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The hidden treasures of PLAY 

A time for active play, everyday! 
It is crucial for all children to be active for at least 60 

minutes every day. Active play is physical activity with 

regular bursts of a moderate to vigorous pace, such as 

dancing, jumping, or running. Active play should raise 

children’s heart rate and make them ‘huff and puff’. 

This time can be built up throughout the day, and 

should be done both AT school and OUTSIDE of 

school.  

How can I provide suitable play for my child? 
Being active everyday does not always mean travelling 

far, nor do you need a lot of money. There are plenty of 

low cost, local play spaces, such as the park, that you 

and your child can enjoy. Simple play items - boxes, 

tyres, cushions, ropes, balls  

Offering active play in a helpful and social way allows 

your child to feel confident to try new activities. This 

can increase your child’s willingness and enjoyment to 

practise play skills in spare time, such as riding a bike, 

leading to lifelong physical activity patterns.  

 

And remember, as a general rule, children should spend 

no more than 2 hours per day watching TV or playing 

computer/video games. 

Adapted from ‘The Hidden Treasures of Play’ – Go for 

your life. www.goforyourlife.vic.gov.au  

http://www.goforyourlife.vic.gov.au/


YOUNG LEADERS 

 

This week we have 6 children attending the Young 

Leader program in Melbourne.  This is an amazing 

opportunity for our children to participate with other 

children from Echuca in a statewide activity.  Children 

are exposed to a range of leaders in our community who 

share their story.  The activity is held at Hisense Area 

(formerly Vodaphone). 

 

FUNDRAISING 

 
 

SOCK IT TO YOU  Brochures have been given to 

families.  If you would like to order please have orders 

and money back to the school office no later than 

Friday 20
th

 March.  Any enquiries to Charmaine on 

54823464. 

 

Our next fundraising meeting is on Thursday 19
th

 

March at 8.30am in the office.  All Welcome. 

 

ARTIST OF THE MONTH COMPETITION 

 

Here are this month’s pictures and questions: 

 

 

  
 
 Artist’s name? 

 Name of paintings? 

 Country artist is from? 

 Alive or dead? 

 

Answers to be put into the box in the Art Room by the 

end of March. 

 

 

HOUSE OF THE WEEK 

     
Watson is House of the week.  Well Done. 

Points: 

Stratton –  23550 

Millewa – 29050 

Watson –  30380 

 

BIRTHDAYS IN THE SCHOOL THIS WEEK 

 
We would like to wish a happy birthday to Ally 

Spedding, Nick Phillips and Anna McConachy who are 

celebrating their birthdays this week.  We hope they 

have a great day.  

 

ADVERTISING SPACE 
If you would like to sponsor our newsletter and 

advertise your business in this space we would love to 

hear from you.  This will cost $20 each week to include 

your business card or logo in our weekly newsletter.  If 

you are interested please contact the school on 

54822263. 

 
THIS WEEK OUR SPONSOR IS 

 

 
Riding Lessons the Fun, Safe and Natural way. 

Phone 54821837 or 0409 941 714 

www.horsehand.com.au 

 

REMINDERS 

 Lunch Orders are Monday, Wednesday & Friday. 

 Lost Property Box is in the Undercover area. 

 Bank Day is Thursday 

 Newsletter folders to be returned by Thursday. 

 
Attachments 

 Annual Report 

 Prep Survey 

 

FUTURE DATES 

Friday 27
th

 March 

Tennis 5/6H 

Friday 3
rd

 April 

Last Day of Term 

Saturday 4
th

 April 

Sausage Sizzle - Safeway 

Tuesday 21
st
 April 

Whole School Photos 

Friday 1
st
 May 

Cross Country – Echuca PS 

Friday 8
th

 May 

Echuca/Moama Soccer Tournament 



 

COMMUNITY NEWS. 
 
 

RELAY FOR LIFE 2009 LAUNCH. 

 
Date: Friday, March 20th  
Time: 7.30pm till 10.30pm 
Venue: ôThe Venueõ Moama Bowling Club 
Entertainment: REaL Sisters 
Guest Speaker: Gail Robertson 
Northern Region Co-ordinator 
Relay For Life Cancer Council Victoria 
Supper Included 
$25 per head 
Tickets available from 
Debbie Frost at the Riverine Herald 5482 1111 
or Fearless Clothing. 
 

MOAMA-ECHUCA SOCCER ASSOCIATION 
JUNIOR REGISTRATION 2009 

Registrations for 2009 season will be taken on: 
Wednesday March 18 McDonalds Echuca Party 
Room 3:30 to 6pm and Saturday March 21 at 
Moama Grounds 9am to 12 noon including Come 
and Try Day Saturday March 28 at Moama 
Grounds 9am to 12 noon including Come and Try 
Day Registration fees are same as for 2008 - U6 - 
U10 $110, U11-U16 $125, BASL Juniors 
$160.Any new player will require a Birth 
Certificate for Registration due to FFA 
requirements. Thank you for supporting MESA 
and your soccer playing students.  For more 
information please see www.borderraiders.com.au 
or email infor@borderraiders.com.au 

ECHUCA MOAMA HOCKEY CLUB 
 
Come and try!  Hockey training will 
commence from Thursday the 12th March at the 
Echuca East Recreation Reserve.  Juniors 5pm - 
6pm 
Seniors 6pm 
Teams include U/12, U/14, A Women, A Men and 
B Men. 
If you've thought about giving it a go, then come 

down or give us a call. Fun to be had by all! 
Renee Davison 0409434868 or Mick Gulson 
0408145752 

SCHOOL HOLIDAY BASKETBALL CAMP. 

Echuca Basketball Centre.  For Boys and Girls 
aged 5-10.  Wednesday 15th April from 10am-3pm.  
Cost is $20 with all players to bring a basketball, 
lunch and a drink bottle. 

Flyers available from school office or For more 
details please call Adam Tarr on 54806903. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.borderraiders.com.au/
mailto:infor@borderraiders.com.au

