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Monday 23" February
Grade 5/6 Swimming — Day 4
Grade 3/4 Swimming - Day 4
Playgroup
Parent Information Night — Gr 3/4 - 7.00p.m.
Parent Information Night Gr 5/6 — 8.00p.m.
Tuesday 24" February
Grade 5/6 Swimming — Last Day
Grade 3/4 Swimming — Last Day
Wednesday 25" February
Conveyance Applications close
Prep Rest Day
Friday 27" February
EMA applications close
Raffle at Caledonian Hotel 5pm-7pm
Saturday 28" February
Working Bee 9a.m.
Monday 2" March
Playgroup
International Education Week

STUDENT LEADERS

Abbey Dobson & Dayne Wales
Dayne Wales and Abbey Dobson continue as our
School Leaders for the next week. Outlined below are
Grade Reports.

Grade Prep A - Another week has flown by. Thank
you to all who came to the information night.
Congratulations to all the Preps for raising over $130
so far for the Bushfire Appeal. One more Wednesday
Rest Day for the Preps and then it’s 5 whole school
days!

Grade 1B - Thanks to all those parents who came
along to the information night on Tuesday. The
students were very keen to find out if you played the
game as well as they did. This week we have used the
digital projector to do some shared reading. We have
written letters to the students at Strathewen P.S. to find
out how we can help them after the fire. In Maths we
have been studying the months of the year, shapes and
place-value. Students have learned how to bundle craft
sticks to represent a number. We have discussed and

decided upon some consequences for breaking class
rules. I'm sure we won'’t need to use them though.
Grade 2C - Information nights were held this week —
thanks to those people who could attend. If you would
like the information pop in and see Mr Leersen when it
suits. This week we have been busy doing lots of things.
In buddies we finished dancing puppets of ourselves.
These are hanging up in the classroom. During writing
we have continued writing about animals, really
focusing on descriptive words. Maths this week we
have looked at putting numbers in order and
understanding what makes up that number. We have
added and subtracted lots of numbers, used calculators
and completed maths rotations on Thursday. Maths
rotations is when we work in small maths groups
exploring lots of different things and moving around
through most of the activities. Itis a lot of fun. The
highlight this week would have to be Science. As
scientists we explored what shapes bubbles were. We
looked at and made lots of different shaped bubble
makers and saw what they did. It has been a great
week!! Don’t forget to pop in throughout the week and
help out with reading or just have a look around the
room. There is a lot of the children’s work on display.
See you soon!!

Grade 3/4D - Wow this week has been excellent. We
have been doing letters to Strathewen P.S. In Maths we
started place value. We started swimming on Tuesday
and Thursday and we will go on Friday. We have done
lots of spelling.

By Emmerson Stritch and Lilli Kelly.

Grade 3/4E - We have had a great week and have
started swimming. We have had 3 days swimming and
two more next week. This week we practiced using fix
up strategies when we are reading. We use these
strategies when we lose meaning in reading. We have
collected lots of money for the Bushfire Appeal.

Grade 3/4F - This week we had swimming and it is so
fun! We worked on our maths project and they are
going great. We have had art which everyone enjoyed.
We drew a space picture, and we even had fun maths
with Mrs Martin. In swimming we all have learnt
something new. Lorin, who is a vision impaired
guitarist, played at school and wow he was good! We
have been learning about independent reading, and
next week we are going to start our log books. We have
finished working on our personal profiles on ourselves
and they are looking good. We helped our buddies
make a paper person of themselves. It has been a fun,
exciting week. By Briar and Jordan.

Grade 5/6 G - This week we had swimming at the
Echuca Pool. Renee, Abby, Dayne, Jack and Tyler
from our class went to the Swimming Carnival. We
have been doing tests to improve on our Spelling,
Maths and Reading. We have been learning Decimals
for the past few days. This week the 5/6°s have been
doing our Footsteps to Success. In Art we did a
Portrait of a Shoe. In Indonesian we sang some songs
and went out to the garden. In P.E. we had skipping.
Grade 5/6H - This week we have had swimming
lessons and we thought they were awesome. We have
been doing tennis coaching with Crossy and it has been
fun. In maths we have been doing place value and
decimals. We have written letters to Strathewen
Primary School to see what they needed because their
school burnt down. In reading we learnt how to do
Word Wizard.

by Jason and Cody.



What an amazing week we have had in our life at INFORMATION NIGHTS

Echuca West Primary School. The children have

collected nearly $1,000 to support the bushfire appeal. Parent Information Evenings will be held in the third
We will continue collecting money in our class jars week of February.
until the end of February. Itis our intention to donate Monday 23" February
this money to the children and families from (Please note change of date)
Strathewen Primary School. Each class has started 7.00p.m. — Grade 3/4
writing letters to the children from Strathewen PS to 8.00p.m. — Grade 5/6
offer their thoughts and ask how they can support them Parents are encouraged to attend these sessions and find
through this difficult time. out about your child’s 2009 program.

] There will be babysitting available in the Resource
On Monday evening a group of our students spoke at Room (Art/Music Room).
the East Timor Alternative Technology presentation in
the Campaspe Shire Function rooms. They were great | NEWS FROM THE ART ROOM

public speakers.

This year there will be an Artist of the Month
Competition. Each month there will be a display in the
Art Room showing a selection of pictures by a famous
artist. To take part in the competition you have to
answer questions about those pictures (have a look at
books in the library or search the internet). Write down
your answers on a piece of paper with your name and
grade and put it in the Artist of the Month Box in the
Art Room. A winner will be picked from the correct
answers and a small prize awarded.

Tuesday was another amazing night. What fantastic
support we have had for our information nights.
Congratulations to parents and staff for the evenings.

Then, just when you thought it couldn’t get any better
our swimming squad headed off to the District
Swimming Sports. They swam so well and with such
enthusiasm that they came home in first place. We
have a new trophy on display in the office.

VEGIE GARDEN NEWS Here are this month’s pictures and questions:

We are busy sorting seeds and weeding the class vegie ; a4
plots ready for planting. Next week is Vegie Garden s Ty Yy
Cooking and we will be using lots of tomatoes. If 4 L) :
anyone has surplus tomatoes we would certainly be able T’ Pt
to use them. - -

SCHOOL COUNCIL

We have a couple of vacancies for positions on our
school council. Nomination forms are available at the
office. Please consider being part of our school council
as we need to have a balanced representation from our
parent community.

CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations to Ally Costas who attended the
Regional Athletics Finals in Bendigo last weekend.
Ally came First in the under 9 Shotput, Discus and 60m
hurdles and 5™ in the Long Jump. Ally now qualifies
for the State Finals in March at Olympic Park.

Artist’s name?
Name of paintings?
Country artist is from?
Alive or dead?
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Abby Andrews competed at the Barastoc Horse of the Answers to be handed in by the end of February. (Clue:
Year Show held at Werribee Park National Equestrian The artist’s name starts with M)

Centre.

Abby was in the top 10 for riders aged 8 and under 12

and gained Champion owner rider pony, 12.2 hands and HOUSE OF THE WEEK

under on her horse Coniston Sportsman (Monty). Abby _7

-

and Monty won an embroidered horse rug, garland of
flowers and a sash.

PREP REST DAY & INTERVIEWS ‘ Ph(/)lii:][[esyva is House of the week. Well Done.
Stratton — 4570

Next Wednesday 25" February is the last PREP rest
day. Prep interviews will be held on this day.

Prep children attend for the full week beginning on
Monday 2" March.

Millewa — 4900
Watson — 4100



HEALTHY FOOD

2
Limit “Sometimes’ Food And Drinks for Children
It is natural for children to enjoy sugary, fatty and salty
foods and drinks. However these are unnecessary and
may lead to weight gain, greater risk of obesity, dental
caries and other health problems. All foods can play a
role in healthy eating and no particular food should be
forced or overly restricted. Aim for a variety of healthy
foods for the family every day.
What are ‘sometimes’ foods and drinks?
They are food and drinks which have very little
nutritional value and contribute to poor health. It is
suggested that we limit children’s access to and

consumption of these items to small serves or not at all.

‘Sometimes’ may mean less than 1-2 times a week.
Examples of ‘sometimes’ foods and drinks:
e Confectionary and chocolate
e Soft drink
e  Biscuits, chips, bars, and other packaged
snacks which are high in fat or sugar
e Fast food and takeaway meals
e  Fruit juice, juice drinks, cordials, sport drinks,
energy drinks, cordials, and flavoured milk.

Raffles at the Calendonian Hotel — The next raffle for
Echuca West Primary will be held between 5pm and
7pm next week Friday 27" February. Come along and
join us at the Cal.

As well as the Egg token collection.

Our next fundraising meeting is on Thursday 19"
March at 8.30am in the office. All Welcome

INTERSCHOOL SWIMMING SPORTS

BUSH FIRE DONATIONS

Gold coin donations for the bushfire appeal collected
from families are advised that if the donation is less
than $10, the ATO will accept a claim as a tax
deduction in the donor’s personal tax return, without a
receipt.

If a family makes a donation of $10 of more to the
school for the Red Cross Bushfire Relief Appeal,
schools can issue a generic receipt so you can claim a
personal tax deduction.

E.M.A.

The Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) is
provided to assist some families with the costs
associated with the education of their children.

The EMA application must be submitted to the school
and present a Health Care Card by 27w February 2009
for the first payment and 7t August 2009 for the
second payment. Parents with continuing eligibility,
who are paid the first instalment of 2009 through this
school, will not be required to complete a new
application for the second instalment.

The EMA provides an annual amount of $221 for
primary students.

Application forms are available from the school office.

— By Corey McGrath & Jack Monigatti
On Wednesday the 18" of February a group of 12
swimmers represented the school in the Inter-school
Swimming Sports held at the Aquatic Centre. In the
team was Corey, Dayne, Lachlan , Natasha, Zac, Jack ,
Chelsea, Abbey, Jackson, Ben, Renee and Tyler. We
competed against Echuca 208, Echuca South, Echuca
East, Rochester, Lockington and St Mary’s Primary
schools. We did really well with our small team of 12
beating St Mary’s by one point to win the swimming
trophy. Well done to all the swimmers and helpers!
The final scores were:

Echuca West 616

St. Mary’s 615

Echuca Central 550

Echuca South 424

Rochester 420

Lockington 319

Echuca East 311

WORKING BEE

FUNDRAISING

We had our first fundraising meeting for the year
yesterday. We have worked out a plan of activities for
20009.

In Term 1 we will be having:

A Sausage Sizzle at Safeway on Saturday 4™ April.
Grade 2C will host this event.

We are selling Splatter Pigs for $4.00 each — call into
the office and have a look at this quirky item.

A Sock It To You fundraiser — more information later.

At our school council meeting last week we decided to
have a whole school working bee on Saturday 28"
February at 9.00am. There a number of areas around
the school that needs lots of attention. Everything is
looking a bit dry and unloved at the moment.

If you are unable to make it on this day but would like
to help out we have a list of things in the office. Just let
us know and we will allocate you a job. You can come
along after school or on another day if you wish.

We are also looking for some advice and support to
install some sun blinds on the west side of the 5/6
classrooms. If you have any contacts or suggestions
please let us know.

We would like to fence around the vegetable garden as
it is really exposed to harsh winds and heat. The
thought was to erect some sort of brush/tea tree fence —
any suggestions see Brendan.



SCHOOL UNIFORM

It is wonderful to see all our children in school uniform.
Just a couple of reminders about footwear. Children
must wear shoes and socks at all times when they are at
school. Shoes must be lace up or Velcro catches. Slip
on shoes or open shoes are neither safe nor suitable.

SWIMMING

Please do not allow children to wear bathers to school
as it is most unhygienic. Children will change into
bathers just before heading off to the pool. On return
they must change back into dry underwear and school
uniform.

BIRTHDAYS IN THE SCHOOL THIS WEEK

We would like to wish a happy birthday to Jack
Monigatti, Miss Munzel and Ben Dixon who are
celebrating their birthdays this week. We hope they
have a great day.

ADVERTISING SPACE

If you would like to sponsor our newsletter and
advertise your business in this space we would love to
hear from you. This will cost $20 each week to include
your business card or logo in our weekly newsletter. If
you are interested please contact the school on
54822263.

REMINDERS
Lunch Orders are Monday, Wednesday & Friday.
Lost Property Box is in the Undercover area.
Bank Day is Thursday
Newsletter folders to be returned by Thursday.

FUTURE DATES
Friday 6™ March
Tennis — 5/6H
Zone Swimming Sports (Bendigo)
Monday 9" March
Public Holiday
Tuesday 10" March
Annual School Council Meeting
Friday 13" March
Tennis — 5/6H
Monday 16" March
Young Leaders Day 2009
Tuesday 17" March
Community Morning Tea — 5/6H
Thursday 19" March
Fundraising Meeting
Saturday 4™ April
Sausage Sizzle - Safeway
Tuesday 21 April
Whole School Photos

COMMUNITY NEWS.

ECHUCA-MOAMA CELTIC FESTIVAL 2009,

The Echuca & Moama Celtic Festival starts on 27  th
February with a 6Gathering
Where: Moama Bowling Club.

When: Friday 27 t February

Time: 6.00p.m.Cost $75 per person.

For more information about the dinner or the

festival phone 0400563399 or email
info@celticfestival.com.au _ or visit their website
www.celticfestival.com.au

ECHUCA & DISTRICT NETBALL ASSOCIATION I
SATURDAY NETBALL REGISTRATIONS
Registrations are available now to All PRIMARY &
SECONDARY Students grade 1 to year 12.
Enquiries Netball Office 54801725.

Closing date Wed nesday 18 th March.

NO LATE ENTRIES WILL BE ACCEPTED.

ECHUCA & DISTRICT NETBALL ASSOCIATION
Representative Squad Selections 2009
Selection dates Sunday Feb 15 th, Feb 22 nd |
March 1 st.

13/U9.00 011.00am. 15/U& 17/U 6.00 -
8.00pm. Players must atte nd two selection dates
to be eligible.  Notice to be submitted in writing for
any non -attendances addressed to Rep Team
Convenor P.O. Box 559, Echuca.

All enquiries to the Netball Office on 54801725.

AFL AUSKICK.

How would you like free tickets for you and your
family to attend an AFL match in 2009 to support
your favourite team?

By registering online, Victorian Auskick

participants will receive the NAB AFL Auskick

Club Connect Package.

Visit www.aflauskick.c om.au and follow the
instructions.

Online registrations must be completed before

April 3 1 to access this package.

Make sure to print off your registration and take it
with you to your local centre when th ey have their
registration day.

For more informati  on, collect a form from your
school.

ECHUCA UNITED FOOTBALL NETBALL CLUB
We require Under 14 footballers for the coming
season. Echuca United is affiliated with the

Murray Football League and has achieved regular
finals success at this level.

With a larg e number of boys moving up to the next
age group, season 2009 will create many
opportunities for new and existing players.

Come and enjoy being part of a wonderful club
environment. Training has
& Thursdaydés at the High
CONTACT: Mark Elliott (Coach) 0413 777 069

Tim Jeffreson (Junior President) 0409 518 137

Under 120s
to be advised .
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