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Monday 16" February
Playgroup
East Timor Meeting 7.00p.m.
Tuesday 17" February
Grade 5/6 Swimming begins- Day 1
Grade 3/4 Swimming begins- Day 1
Parent Information Night — Prep — 7.00p.m.
Parent Information Night — Gr 1/2 - 8.00p.m.
Wednesday 18" February
Prep Rest Day
Echuca District Swimming Sports — Gr 5/6
Thursday 19" February
8.30am — Fundraising meeting
Grade 5/6 Swimming — Day 2
Grade 3/4 Swimming - Day 2
Friday 20" February
Grade 5/6 Swimming — Day 3
Grade 3/4 Swimming - Day 3
Grade 5/6 H- Tennis
Monday 23" February
Grade 5/6 Swimming — Day 4
Grade 3/4 Swimming - Day 4
Playgroup
Parent Information Night — Gr 3/4 - 7.00p.m.
Parent Information Night Gr 5/6 — 8.00p.m.
Tuesday 24" February
Grade 5/6 Swimming — Last Day
Grade 3/4 Swimming — Last Day

STUDENT LEADERS

Abbey Dobson & Dayne Wales
Congratulations to Dayne Wales and Abbey Dobson
who are our new School Leaders for the next two
weeks. Outlined below are Grade Reports.

Grade Prep A - The Preps have made a wonderful
start to their Primary school career; working with
enthusiasm; learning new routines; and looking extra
snazzy in their school uniforms.

The Preps have been visiting the other classrooms for a
few minutes. Mrs Chandler has read a story to them,
and Mrs Mather’s grade performed a little skit. Ms
Keays showed them some bubble writing, and today
Mrs Cleary read a nice story. The Preps toured the

office, Mrs Cook’s office and even went up to see what
was in the Library loft. Today we listened to Loris
Nicholson who played the guitar for us this afternoon.
Thank you for supporting the Bushfire appeal and any
spare coin is welcome to help fill up our jar. Thank you
for the parents and preps who came along to their
interview on Wednesday. Interviews will be held again
this Wednesday and the following Wednesday. Please
don’t forget your time or to bring the Prep child with
you. Enjoy the weekend and the cooler weather.

Grade 1B - We have managed to survive the weather
and have made it through week one. The class has
settled back together well and we have welcomed
Mason to the group. We have heard lots about holiday
activities and adventures. We have started work on
“You, Me and Us” and discussed some classroom
rules. Our class has made a Birthday graph and used
shapes to create pictures. We have done lots of writing
and it’s great to see everybody still remembers how to
read from last year. Thanks to all those parents who
are helping with readers at school and at home.

Grade 2C - Welcome Back!! | hope everyone had a
wonderful break over the holidays. Welcome to grade
2! We have had a great first week — even though it has
been very hot. This week we have worked very hard
and have been extremely busy. We have looked at what
makes a good classroom and have put together a wish
list. Some of the ideas included a swimming pool and
jumping castle. Sounds like a lot of fun but we are not
sure if we can have all the things on the wish list. The
swimming pool would have definitely got lots of use
throughout the week. We have also started to look at
rules for our classroom to allow people to learn and
help everyone reach their full potential. A big thanks to
all the helpers we have had throughout the week with
reading. Itis a great help and extremely important for
the children to read everyday. Keep up the great work
and feel free to come in at any time throughout the year
to help or just have a sticky beak.

Grade 3/4D - This week we made our own special time
lines. In Art we learnt about oil pastels and looked at
photos of space. This term out topic is “You, me and

>

us”. As you all must know Mr. Wickham is the best

By Grace Bray and Poppy Molluso.

Grade 3/4 E - It has been a great start to the year. It is
always exciting moving to a new room, meeting old and
new friends, getting books and supplies, and getting
started. Grade 3/4 children have been working together
working out individual rights and responsibilities, and
agreeing on a set of classroom rules. Home reading
began right away, and it is great to see how strongly
this is supported by parents. Children are working out
which books are ‘just right’ for them, both in degree of
difficulty and level of interest and enjoyment. Everyone
is involved in maths projects about themselves, and
there is lots of measuring, keeping track of weather,
personal timelines, and collection of statistics
happening. We look forward to a happy and successful
year together!

Grade 3/4F - Everyone in 3/4F is excited to be back at
school. They are having a great time playing with their
friends. In maths we have started doing math projects
all about us. With Mrs Martin we have been making
graphs. In reading we have been writing questions
about the book then trying to answer them and we have
also been talking about different genres. We have
started writing in our writer’s notebook. In P.E we have



been playing hockey and 5 point player. Everyone SCHOOL COUNCIL

learnt them very quickly. We have been making

personality profiles. Everyone bought in paper bags On Tuesday night we had our first school council

and filled them with things that were special to them. meeting for the year.

On Tuesday everyone is looking forward to starting Any parent of a child currently enrolled at our school is
swimming. eligible to nominate for school council. We have 3
By Cody Edwards _ members whose term expires on 31% March. If you are
Grade 5/6G - What a Week. This week has been so interested in joining our school council, nomination
busy. On Monday and Tuesday we had Mr T because forms are available at the office.

Mrs Mathers was at a meeting. On Wednesday some Nominations close on Tuesday 24" February.
people went swimming for the swimming trials. They

thought it was great. The pool was The next school council meeting is on Tuesday 10"
FREEZING!!IIL On Thursday Grade 6’s started March.

The Better Buddies program. All grade 5/6’s started

Jigsaw. Every Friday we have Mrs Irving until she has Three of the critical roles of school councils are;

her baby. Today we watched a Music Performance and developing the strategic plan, approving the annual

it was great. We raised a lot of money for the fire budget, and setting and reviewing policies.

appeal. . Other roles include:

By Rylee and Lilly!. -school maintenance

Grade 5/6H - On Monday for Phys Ed we measured -sub-contracting

our heart rates and figured out our target heart rate. -fundraising

When we were doing our maximum heart rate Steven -developing, reviewing and monitoring the Student -
won the sprint. On Tuesday we elected our student Code of Conduct and the School Dress Code

leaders. They were Abbey & Dayne. Next morning we -school community engagement.

did the swimming tryouts and later in the day we did

shading in Art. For the first time on Thursday we had If you would like to discuss anything in relation to
our buddy program. On Friday we did tennis coaching school council membership please do not hesitate to
with Andrew Crossman and in the afternoon we were call into the office. Alternatively you may like to chat
lucky to see the blind performer Lorin Nicholson. to one of our current school council members.

By Steven Gugliotti & Marley Jones.

| INFORMATION NIGHTS
BUSH FIRE TRAGEDY |

Parent Information Evenings will be held in the third
week of February.
Tuesday 17™ February

What an absolute tragedy beset Victoria last weekend.
Everyone has been touched and saddened by the events.

We now have to band together as a community and 7.00p.m. — Prep

support those of us who have suffered throughout this 8.00p.m. — Grade 1 & 2

time. At a school level we have placed a money jar in Monday 23" February

each classroom and we will collect any donations for (Please note change of date)

the month of February. We have supported the State 7.00p.m. — Grade 3/4

Schools Casual Dress day today with donations also 8.00p.m. — Grade 5/6

going into our money jars. We intend making a Parents are encouraged to attend these sessions and find
positive partnership with one of the schools that have out about your child’s 2009 program.

been destroyed by fire —possibly Strathewen Primary There will be babysitting available in the Resource
School. In the short term Strathewen Primary School Room (Art/Music Room).

has been reopened on the site of Wattle Glen Primary

School. Our intention is to have all our children write to ‘ DISTRICT SWIMMING SPORTS

the children at the school and ask how they can help

them through this difficult time. It may be in the form
of money, supplies or furniture. There may also be a
future option to host the children at our school.

The Echuca District Swimming Sports will be held at
the YMCA Aquatic Centre on Wednesday 18"
February. We will send along a squad of children.
Permission forms have been sent home today.

We need some parent helpers on the day. If you are
able to help, just see Anthea. Thanks.

There is a community concert being held at Vic Park in
Echuca on Wednesday 18th February. This is on the
same night as our proposed 3,4,5 and 6 information

night. As a result we will postpone our information ‘

night for these year levels to Monday 23" February. PREP REST DAY & INTERVIEWS

This will allow all our families to support the
community concert. Next Wednesday 18" February is PREP rest day.

Prep interviews will be held on this day.

GRADE 5/6 SWIMMING PROGRAM ‘

\ FAMILY DETAILS

Our Grades 3/4 and 5/6 Swimming Programs

commence on Tuesday 17" February and continue on Just a reminder to parents to let the school office know
Thursday 19", Friday 20", Monday 23" and Tuesday if there have been any changes to family details e.g.
24™ of February. Permission forms were sent home last phone numbers, address, medical information etc.

week. Cost for the program is $30 per child.



PUBLIC MEETING - ALTERNATIVE
TECHNOLOGY ASSOCIATION AND EAST
TIMOR

BACK TO SCHOOL ASTHMA SPIKE

On Monday, February 16, there will be a public
meeting organised by the Campaspe-Echuca East Timor
Friendship Group. At this meeting, Anton Vikstrom,
from the Alternative Technology Association will speak
about what has been happening in East Timor in regard
to the installation of solar energy, and the provision of
light and power to some areas in East Timor.

This particularly relates to us at Echuca West because
the children from our school worked last year together
with other groups in Echuca to raise money to install a
solar panel at the central school at Bereleu, with whom
Echuca West Primary has a friendship relationship.
This school has no power — lights, computers, any
appliances. As a result of fundraising, the ATA are now
ready to install a solar panel which will transform the
lives of the Bereleu students. They will have light so
there can be classes or study sessions after dark, and
possibly computers.

The three students from our school who have led the
East Timor group at our school, Rylee Dixon, Lilly
Finnegan and Jason Hanson, will speak at the meeting.
Everyone is welcome to attend. The meeting will be
held in the Function room, Shire Offices and will
commence at 7pm.

The Australian Government has allocated $5.4 million
to the Asthma Management Program in 2008-09 to
produce best practice treatment, encourage proactive
management and reduce the personal, social and
economic impact of asthma. Asthma Action Plans can
prevent serious attacks by helping people with asthma
recognize worsening asthma symptoms and giving them
clear instruction on what to do in response. In February
each year, we see a dramatic increase in the number of
school-age students being hospitalized and attending A
& E department due to asthma related illnesses. People
with asthma, particularly children, are more vulnerable
to the extreme temperature changes and respiratory
viruses which students can be exposed to when they
return to school. | urge parents and teachers of children
with asthma to reduce their risk of having asthma
attacks by ensuring they have an up to date Asthma
Action Plan. For more information on asthma
management visit www.asthmaaustralia.org.au or
www.nationalasthma.org.au .

FUNDRAISING

NEWS FROM THE ART ROOM

This year there will be an Artist of the Month
Competition. Each month there will be a display in the
Art Room showing a selection of pictures by a famous
artist. To take part in the competition you have to
answer questions about those pictures (have a look at
books in the library or search the internet). Write down
your answers on a piece of paper with your name and
grade and put it in the Artist of the Month Box in the
Art Room. A winner will be picked from the correct
answers and a small prize awarded.

Here are this month’s pictures and questions:

KD

o
*

Artist’s name?

Name of paintings?
Country artist is from?
Alive or dead?

R/
0.0

R/
0.0

R/
0.0

Answers to be handed in by the end of February. (Clue:
The artist’s name starts with M)

There will be a fundraising meeting in the office on
Thursday 19™ February at 8.30am. All welcome. If
you have any ideas about fundraising for 2009 please
come along.

Farm Pride Eggs-Collectathon,

Did you know? Every token you collect from Farm
Pride Eggs (with the special gold token on the package)
can earn our school 50cents. For more information see
www.collectathon.com.au and start collecting. Tokens
can be dropped in at the school office.

WORKING BEE

At our school council meeting on Tuesday night we
decided to have a whole school working bee on
Saturday 28" February at 9.00am. There a number
of areas around the school that need lots of attention.
Everything is looking a bit dry and unloved at the
moment.

If you are unable to make it on this day but would like
to help out we have a list of things in the office. Just let
us know and we will allocate you a job. You can come
along after school or on another day if you wish.

We are also looking for some advice and support to
install some sun blinds on the west side of the 5/6
classrooms. If you have any contacts or suggestions
please let us know.

We would like to fence around the vegetable garden as
it is really exposed to harsh winds and heat. The
thought was to erect some sort of brush/tea tree fence —
any suggestions see Brendan.


http://www.asthmaaustralia.org.au/
http://www.collectathon.com.au/

HOUSE OF THE WEEK

/

~ -

Stratton is House of the week. Well Done.

Points:

Stratton — 8420
Millewa — 3755
Watson — 3540

BIRTHDAYS IN THE SCHOOL THIS WEEK

We would like to wish a happy birthday to Nicholas
Pratt who is celebrating his birthday this week. We
hope he has a great day.

ADVERTISING SPACE

If you would like to sponsor our newsletter and
advertise your business in this space we would love to
hear from you. This will cost $20 each week to include
your business card or logo in our weekly newsletter. If
you are interested please contact the school on
54822263.

THIS WEEK OUR SPONSOR IS

Stk Skin

Donna Schultze — Beauty Therapist

575 Stratton Rd, Echuca 3564
Mob: 0407 806 346

REMINDERS
Lunch Orders are Monday, Wednesday & Friday.
Lost Property Box is in the Undercover area.
Bank Day is Thursday
Newsletter folders to be returned by Thursday.

FUTURE DATES
Wednesday 25" February
Conveyance Applications close
Prep Rest Day
Friday 27" February
EMA applications close
Saturday 28" February
Working Bee 9a.m.
Friday 6" March
Zone Swimming Sports (Bendigo)
Tuesday 10" March
Annual School Council Meeting
Monday 16" March
Young Leaders Day 2009

COMMUNITY NEWS.

ECHUCA FRESH FOOD MARKET BUSHFIRE
APPEAL.

This Saturday, 14th February your Echuca Fresh
Food Market in partnership with the Australian
Red Cross will be presenting our store to the
public by putting on a FOOD FAIR in the streets
from 1lam to 4pm! Out the front of 180 Annesley
Street you will find a gourmet barbecue mastered
by the main course, and refresh yourself with
fresh fruit salad or some ice cream with fresh
berries. All profits will be donated to the Red
Cross Bushfire Appeal, also bread will be 99¢ and
all the money derived from certain products in-
store will see profits going towards bushfire
victims. Support the locals and feel good about
helping the people affected by these bushfires.
Sponsored by Forever Fresh, Australian Red Cross
and The Main Course.

CELTIC BUSHFIRE APPEAL CONCERT

Saturday 21st of February beginning at 7.30 pm,
Kilmore Memorial Hall, Sydney St, Kilmore.
Featuring a Selection of Australia's finest Celtic
Acts

BHANTRE

BRAEMAR

COLIN McLEOD

RICKETTY BRIDGE

SAOIRSE

Tickets: $30 Includes door prize ticket For
further Information, phone Dianne Le Quiniat on
03 57811711

For bookings, phone Kilmore Book Store on 03
57811414. Tickets will be available for purchase
at the door on the evening of the show. Tea and
Coffee available in the hall plus sausage sizzle
outside the venue before show.

All money raised will go to the Victorian Bushfire
Appeal.

GUIDE DOGS VICTORIA - OPEN DAY.

When: Sunday 1st March

Time: 10am-4pm

Located on Chandler Hwy, Kew (Melway 45B1)
Free Parking off site with shuttle bus service
Meet Wags the Dog and loads of our adorable
puppies forGui de Dogs Victori
Day.

With Guide Dog demonstrations, live
entertainment, giveaways, show bags,
competitions and loads of fun activities for the
kids, Open Day is a fantastic family day out.
Entry via gold coin donation

Visit www.guidedogsvictoria.com.au for full
details and parking information or phone 9854
4444. Sorry no pets allowed.

INDIGENOUS SOCCER PROGRAM.

Six week program for boys & girls aged

8-12 to learn soccer. Mondays after

school at Moama Rec. Reserve, 4-5.30pm
starting in March. For more Info please call -
Jo on 5859 2252

Moama-Echuca soccer association.


http://www.guidedogsvictoria.com.au/

HIA VICTORIAN BUSHFIRE RESPONSE.

No doubt we are all appalled by the devastation
caused by the Victorian

Bushfires. The loss of life and destruction of
homes and properties has been sobering in the
extreme. Unfortunately it already appears that
several of our long time members have lost their
lives. Others have suffered a loss of equipment and
property.HIA has moved quickly to provide what
immediate relief we can and no doubt

our contribution will grow over the coming weeks.
Many of our members have already contacted us
with generous offers of help.

HIA has formed with the Insurance Council of
Australia a taskforce to see the best way in which
we can assist in these trying times.

Obviously, donations of money will be gratefully
received and HIA will be making a substantial
donationtot he Premier’s Bushfi
Individual donations can be made via
www.redcross.org.au or by calling the toll free
number 1800 811 700.

There will obviously be an immediate need for
temporary accommodation and any of our
members who have transportable units that could
serve that purpose are urged to contact us and we
will pass those details on to the coordinating
government body. Already our offices in some of
the worst affected areas are advising that there is
an urgent need for cool rooms, generators and
hand pump petrol pumps. Past experience also
suggests that there will be a need for more
substantial accommodation within the not too
distant future and here again, those of our
members who are in the business of transportable
housing may be able to assist. A significant Issue
which has arisen out of previous fires is that of
fencing, particularly in rural communities as this
is not covered in insurance policies.

If you know of any of our members who have been
adversely affected by the fires, please provide us
with their contact details and we will contact them
to see what we can do to assist.

If you are able to provide assistance and would

Il i ke your company’'s detai
register which we are preparing, please contact
Sarah Moate on 9280 8275 or via email on
s.moate@hia.com.au.

Our deepest sympathy goes out to those affected
in the present circumstances, particularly to our
members and their families who have been caught
up in this tragedy.

Robert Harding

Acting Executive Director Victoria
HOUSING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION
&

Coll een O’ Brien
Victorian President

HOUSING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION
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http://www.redcross.org.au/
mailto:s.moate@hia.com.au

