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SPECIAL EVENTS NEXT WEEK  

 

Monday 12
th

 October 

Playgroup 

Grade P-2 Swimming 

School Nurse ï Prep 

4.00pm ï Camp meeting ï 5/6 

Zone Athletics-Bendigo 

7.30pm ï School Council. 

 

Tuesday 13
th

 October 

Community Connections Morning Tea ï Gr 3/4E Hosting 

Grade P-2 Swimming 

 

Wednesday 14
th

 October 

Grade P-2 Swimming 

Sciencetwists ï 3/4  unit 

 

Friday 16
th

 October 

Tennis ï Grade 3/4E 

2.30p.m. -Assembly ï Horse display. 

 

 

STUDENT LEADERS 

 
 

Ashley Ketteridge & Nick Pratt 

Congratulations to Nick Pratt and Ashley Ketteridge who 

are our School Leaders for the next two weeks. 

 

WELCOME BACK  

 

Welcome back for the last term in 2009.  What an eventful 

holidays we have had.  The children have had some great 

stories to share this week.  Our school also has some 

special news.  Just in case you hadnôt already heard Mr 

Leersen ( and Mrs Leersen) have a new daughter Imogen.  

Miss Munzel has become engaged to her partner Tim.  

Congratulations. 

Mr Leersen has been on leave this week and will return 

next week. 

Also welcome to our new prep families for 2010.  This will 

be their first school newsletter.  We will send out our 

school newsletter on a weekly basis so you can keep up to 

date with all the happenings at the school.  Please feel free 

to contact the school if you have any queries. 

 

LEAVE  

 

On Wednesday 14
th

 October Mrs Cook will be going on 

leave until Wednesday 21
st
 October.  During these 6 school 

days Mrs Cleary will be acting Principal. 

 

SMS MESSAGING SYSTEM 

 

On Monday 19
th

 October,  Echuca West Primary School is 

introducing the latest in School/Parent text messaging 

services to deliver SMS alerts and notifications whenever  

Echuca West Primary School needs to rapidly contact 

Parents.  Examples include, last minute notifications 

regarding delayed buses, changed venues or meeting times 

and late breaking news. 

 The text messaging strategy is also a service for parents 

who wish to notify the school in advance if their child(ren) 

will be absent or late or for some other purpose, such as 

requesting an appointment. Parents wishing to send a text 

message to the school from their mobile phone, should use 

the  

Virtual Mobile Phone Number 

 0428937348. 
 

The school will check messages 3 times a day (09:00am, 

12:00am and 3:00pm). Please do not send text messages in 

emergency situations or if you need to talk with a staff 

member.  

In order for you to send and the school to receive text 

messages, we need to update your contact details ï in 

particular your mobile numbers. It is imperative that the 

school has your most current details. The school cannot 

receive text messages from any phone number which is not 

registered in our data base. If you have not done so already 

please update your details no later than Monday 12
th

 

October.   It is important for parents to inform the front 

office of any changed mobile phone numbers.  

This mobile phone text messaging solution represents a 

significant and exciting additional communication option 

for parents and staff. Like any new system, Ióm sure we 

will experience some initial teething issues. However I 

encourage you to persevere and use the system whenever 

possible and appropriate. If you have any questions, please 

do not hesitate to contact the school and thank you for your 

co-operation. 

 

GENERAL BEHAVIOUR  

 

Just a few reminders about acceptable behaviors.  Children 

should not have chewy at school at any time.  This also 

includes travelling on the bus both to and from school.   

As part of our óGo For Your Lifeô Healthy School program 

all children should have healthy options in their lunch 

boxes.  Lately there seems to be lots of lollies and sugar 

based foods in lunch boxes.  Keep food to healthy snacks 

including fruit. 

 

 



WELLBEING TRAINING  

 

As part of our commitment to student wellbeing Miss 

Munzel and Miss Keays are training in the Jigsaw program.  

They have completed four days training.  Next week there 

are a further two days training on Wednesday 14
th

 October 

and Thursday 15
th

 October. 

 

2010 PREP TRANSITION 

 

Prep Transition Days 

Toward the end of November this year the school will 

conduct 3 transition sessions. 

Children who are enrolled in Prep for 2010 are invited to 

attend. 

Thursday 19th November 

Day 1: 9am ï 11.00am 

Wednesday 25
th

 November 

Day 2:  9am ï 11.30am 

Tuesday 8
th

 December 

Day 3:  9am ï 1.00pm 

Please put these dates in your calendar. 

 

VSN ï VICTORIAN STUDENT NUMBER  

 

Introduction of the Victorian Student Number  
Our school is working with the Department of Education 

and Early Childhood Development to allocate a Victorian 

Student Number (VSN) to each student at the school.  

The VSN is a student identification number that is being 

assigned to all students in government and non-government 

schools, and students in Vocational Education and Training 

Institutions. The number, which is unique to each student, 

will be used as a key identifier on a studentôs school 

records, and will remain with the student throughout his or 

her education, until reaching the age of 25. The VSN is 

nine digits long, randomly assigned, and tied to stable 

information about the student (name, gender, date of birth).  

The introduction of the Victorian Student Number will 

provide the capability to accurately detect patterns of 

student movement through, and departure from, the 

Victorian education and training system. It will greatly 

improve the collection and analysis of timely and accurate 

data about education in Victoria. The Department collects 

information to track improvements made to the education 

system, identify areas that require further improvement, 

and to analyse trends and identify future needs. The VSN 

will improve the accuracy, reliability and completeness of 

this information, providing a better basis for assessing 

needs and developing policies to meet them.  

You will see the VSN appear on student report cards, 

enrolment confirmations, and exit confirmations.  

If you want to know more about the VSN please see 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/governance/

vsn/overview.htm  

 

ZONE ATH LETICS  

 

Congratulations to Jack Monigatti who will be competing 

in Bendigo at the regional athletics sports on Monday.  He 

is competing in the 12 year old hurdles and 100metres 

event.  Good Luck Jack. 

Congratulations also to Max Galvin who competed in the 

tennis championships in Tasmania just before the holidays.  

He had a great tournament especially in the doubles.  Well 

done Max. 

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS 

 

It is a very busy time in the yard at the moment.  Lots of 

exciting developments.  Our rebound wall has been 

finished and we hope that the new asphalt will be 

completed and ready for use by the end of next week.  

Then we will install some netball goals and include 

markings on both the rebound wall and the asphalt.  Once 

this area is finished then we can think about siting and 

building our new cubby house. 

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL  

 

Our next school council meeting will be held this 

Monday night at 7.30pm in the staffroom.  Reports, 

Minutes and agenda are attached. 

 

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS MORNING TEA  

 

Our next Community Connections Morning Tea will be 

hosted by Grade 3/4 E this Tuesday 13
th

 October in the 

Library.  Everyone is most welcome to come in for a cuppa 

and a chat. 

 

SWIMMING  

 

All the children who have participated in this program have 

had a great few days.  It is pleasing to note the progress of 

our grade 5 and 6 children.  Prep, 1 and 2 have a further 6 

sessions over the next couple of weeks. 

 

NAPLAN  

 

The Naplan results have arrived at school.  If you have a 

child in grade 3 or 5 please arrange with your childôs 

teacher a suitable time to meet and discuss the outcomes. 

 

ECHUCA WEST CRICKET  

 
Cricket was due to start tomorrow however St Maryôs have 

forfeited.  See you all at our first training session on 

Wednesday 14
th

 October.   

If you have not yet registered your interest, please phone 

Bernie McGrath on 54826762(before 9pm) or if you have 

any queries. 

A fee of $20 payable to the School Office covers 

equipment and ball fees for the competition, payable before 

the end of October.  Please wear a white shire (white 

school shirt will do) and a pair of shorts if you donôt have 

cricket pants.  The whiter shorts the better but it doesnôt 

matter. 

The school supplies all gear required (eg helmets, bats, box 

etc) but please bring your own if you would prefer to use 

your own gear. 

Any parent who would like to help out would be 

appreciated ï Donations of oranges, bag of lollies (snakes) 

etc if you are unable to assist on the day.  We need scorers, 

gear kept together, umpiring etc. 

We will hold a training session next Wednesday 14
th

 

October ï after school and would love to see as many of 

you there as possible. 

 

 



FUNDRAISING  

Sausage Sizzles: 

Saturday 7
th

 November ï host grades Prep A and 1B. 

Thanks to Safeway for their support. 

 

Fundraising meeting:  
The next fundraising meeting is on Wednesday 28

th
 

October   

 

Phoenix Trading Card Fundraiser. 

Please find attached to this newsletter a Phoenix Trading 

Card Fundraising Brochure.  These are exclusive products 

only available through the brochure.  This is a fundraiser 

for Echuca West Primary School.  The school will receive 

10% of the total sales up to $1000 and they will receive 

15% on the amount of sales over $1000.  Please support the 

school by purchasing your Christmas products from the 

brochure.  A full product brochure of all greeting cards, 

stationery and gift ideas is in the office if you would like to 

browse through it.  Purchases for any other products not in 

the Christmas brochure will also go towards the fundraiser. 

All payment is to be made with your order by cash, cheque 

or credit card. Due date for orders and payment is 

Monday, 26
th

 October.   Please place orders & payment in 

an envelope and leave in the Phoenix box in the EWPS 

office.  Collection of orders will be available from the 

EWPS office on Tuesday 24
th

 November. 

For further information regarding this fundraiser please 

contact Lisa Hamilton on 54821672. 

 

HEALTH PROMOTION - WEEKLY TIPS  

 

WALKTOBER:  

The whole month of October is all about walking to 

achieve a healthy body and mind! 

This could be as simple as; 

¶ walking to work- or parking the car a 

distance away from work if you live out of town 

¶ walking your children to school 

¶ walking to work meetings or better still-have a 

walking meeting if it is one on one 

¶ Enjoy walking around the block and gather some 

fresh air during tea lunch breaks 

¶ Setting your alarm earlier and enjoy the spring air and 

take a walk before your working day or after work to 

unwind-It will make an amazing effect on your work 

productivity. 

¶ Organising a scenic walk with your family and friends 

on the weekend! 

Stay tuned next week with further benefits of walking! 

A daily hit of athletic- induced endorphins gives you the 

power to make better decisions, helps you be at peace with 

yourself and offsets stress! 

 

HOUSE OF THE WEEK  

     
Millewa is House of the Week.  Well Done. 

Points: 

Stratton ï 20840 

Millewa ï 21850 

Watson ï 14850 

 

BIRTHDAYS IN THE SCHOOL THIS WEEK  

 
We would like to wish a happy birthday to Emily Taylor 

and Carissa Hamilton who are celebrating their birthdays 

this week.  We hope they have a great day.  

 

ARTIST OF THE MONTH COMPETITION  

 
As there were only 2 weeks to complete 

Septemberõs competition before the holidays, I 

have extended it.  The closing date to find the 

names of these paintings is now the end of 

October.  This will be the last artist of the 

month competition of the year, so make sure you 

have a go! 

 

 The artist is Henri Matisse, but what are the 

paintings called?  

 

 
 

 
 
    

  
 

Answers to be put into the box in the Art Roo m by 

the end of Octo ber.  

 



ADVERTISING SPACE 
If you would like to sponsor our newsletter and advertise 

your business in this space we would love to hear from 

you.  This will cost $20 each week to include your business 

card or logo in our weekly newsletter.  If you are interested 

please contact the school on 54822263. 

 

REMINDERS 

¶ Lunch Orders are Monday, Wednesday & Friday. 

¶ Lost Property Box is in the Undercover area. 

¶ Bank Day is Thursday 

¶ Newsletter folders to be returned by Thursday. 

 

ATTACHMENTS  

     

¶ Christmas Card Fundraiser Brochure 

 

FUTURE DATES 

Monday 19
th

 October 

Playgroup 

School Nurse - Preps 

Tuesday 20
th

 October to Friday 23
rd

 October 

Grade 5/6 Camp ï Melbourne. 

Friday 23
rd

 October 

Tennis ï Grade 3/4E 

Monday 26
th

 October 

Orders and Money due for Phoenix Fundraiser 

Wednesday 28
th

 October 

Fundraising Meeting 

Saturday 7
th

 November 

Sausage Sizzle Fundraiser 

Thursday 19
th

 November 

Prep Transition ï Day 1 

Tuesday 24
th

 November 

Phoenix Fundraiser Orders to be picked up  

Wednesday 25
th

 November 

Prep Transiton ï Day 2 

Tuesday 8
th

 December 

Prep Transiton ï Day 3 

Friday 18
th

 December 

No Lunch Orders 

Last Day Term 4 ï Dismissal 12.30pm 

2010 

Term 1 

Wednesday 27
th

 January(teachers) 

Monday 1
st
 February (all students)-Friday 26

th
 March 

 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS.  
 

ECHUCA BASKETBALL INFORMATION  
Summer Basketball Season  
All junior boys and girls competitions commence from 
Monday October 12th at the Echuca FONTERRA 
Centre. Age Groups:  Under 10s, 12, 14, 16 and 18s 
plus senior mens and womens A,B and C Grades. 
Registrations still being accepted for all junior players 
& senior teams. For more details please call the 
Echuca Bask etball Association on 54806903  
 
Aussie Hoops Term 4  
Registrat ion afternoon from 4pm at the FONTERRA 
Centre on Wednesday October 14th. Program open to 

all boys and girls between the ages of 5 - 7. All new 
children receive a t -shirt, basketball, drink bottle and 
back pack. Please call Adam Tarr on 54806903 for 

more de tails  or get an information sheet from the 
school office.  

 

ECHUCA SOUTH CRICKET CLUB JUNIOR 
REGISTRATION DAY  
The Echuca South Cricket Club will be holding a 
junior registration day on Sunday the 13 th September 
from 10.00am to 12noon at the Echuca South 
ground. This will include under 16, under 14 and 
under 12 teams. You can come along and just register 
or have a hit in the nets as well. We hope to have our 
4 th net (dedicated for use with the bowling machine) 
up and running by then.  
Milo cricket registrati on will be held at a later date.  

This season the Echuca South Cricket Club will be 
fielding two under 16, two under 14, and two under 
12 teams.  
We encourage all past and new players to register on 

this day as it will help in team selection. We are also 
interested in hearing from any parents who may be 
interested in helping out in any way. For further 
enquiries contact:  
David Wilson (Under 16õs) on 5482 2777 mob 0418 
575 635  
Craig Dyson (Under 14õs) on 5482 1249, 0419 576 
491  
Bernie McGrath (Under 12õs) on 5482 6762  
 

MOAMA/ECHUCA ADVENTURE PLAYPARK.  
 
It is Spring time and we are about to do our New 
Pickets for Spring at the ADVENTURE PLAYPARK in 
Moama.   If you know some one who would like one for 
a present or needs to do a new  one for a new babe or 
chil d.   Please fill out form  (from school office)  and 
send in asap please.  Pickets are $30 each.  
For further information please ring 54823757 or 0408 
507 007 . 
 
 

ECHUCA CRICKET CLUB REGISTRATION DAY  
 
Echuca Cricket Club will hold a  Registration Day for 
all MILO In2Cricket, U12, U14 and U16 players this  
Sunday September 20 th  10 -11.00am at the Haw 
Pavillion,Victoria Park. All existing and new players 

welcome.  
Contacts:  
Under 12 ð John Scales 0409 244 412  
Under 14  - John Moyle 0428 588 335  
Under 16  - Paul Hon 042 8 448 550  
MILO In2Cricket (conducted Sunday mornings) ð 
Steve Robinson 0447 332 683  OR Grant Kemp 0420 
926860  OR email kempgk@bigpond.com  
 
 

ECHUCA YMCA SOCCER AND INDOOR CRICKET.  

Mini Soccer  
Boys and girls aged 5 to  7 years is on Tuesdayõs 
4.30pm and 5.15pm.  Teams of 6 players are taught 
the basics of soccer, followed by 4 quarters of high 
energy indoor soccer.  Taking Registrations now for 
season starting October 8 th  2009 (numbers 
permitting).  
Junior Indoor Cricke t 
Boys and girls getting fit with some Indoor action 
primary school age.  Teams of 6 playing in a 
scheduled game each week.  All enquiries to Jake on 

54824260.  

mailto:kempgk@bigpond.com


ECHUCA WEST P.S. GRADE REPORTS. 

 
Grade Prep A  -  Welcome Back.  How quickly does the 

year go?  Term 4 already.  Most of our coughs and colds 

have gone.  The Preps are enjoying swimming and show 

great skills.  They are managing the day very well.  We 

have 2 more weeks of swimming.(Mon, Tues, Wed)  The 

school nurse will be visiting the Preps on Monday and also 

on the following Monday.  We have watched with great 

interest the construction work happening on the school 

oval.  So many trucks and cool machinery to see.  The 

Preps have their own reader boxes now and know how to 

re read their readers and are trying hard to develop their 

silent reading skills.  Enjoy the weekend. 

 

Grade 1 B  -  Welcome back everyone.  Great to see all the 

smiling faces in class.  In Reading we have been 

visualizing, which means we have been making a movie in 

our minds while we read.  We have been looking at 

narratives in writing and have begun planning for a 

dinosaur story.  Dinosaurs are our focus for the start of 

this term.  Swimming is going well, and we are all learning 

new skills.  It has been great to see some parents watching 

down at the pool. 
 

Grade 2 C  -  We have had a super week with Mrs Zweck 

and Miss Cairns.  Mr Leersen has been away because Amy 

had a new baby called Imogen.  We had swimming 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.  We have learnt a lot of 

stuff.  It has been a great week. 

By Brenton and Luke. 

 

Grade 3/4 D  -  The last term of the year................ 

Unbelievable! This week we have been practicing some of 

the activities with our S.M.S and we have learning how to 

use descriptive language. For writing we have been 

practicing skills for writing reports, such as note taking 

and paraphrasing. In maths, we have been revising 

multiplication and division and looking how the two 

operations relate to each other. This week, we also 

welcomed two new students to our class, Nicholas and 

Thomas Witchell. We are hoping they have enjoyed their 

first week in 3/4 D! 
 

Grade 3/4 E  -  We have had a busy start to the term. We 

are all taking part in óThe Terrific Time Trialô to see how 

many minutes we can read in 8 weeks. We are keeping 

track of our minutes using timers. We have also started our 

unit, óEco-Explorersô which is about exploring our 

environment, especially investigating native animals and 

ways we can ensure their ongoing survival. We have a 

class backyard buddy from National Parks and Wildlife 

which is a Little Penguin. We havenôt named him yet but 

we have discovered lots about him and we are going to 

create a habitat for him. We are all researching a 

backyard buddy, writing a report and we will make a 

brochure using Publisher on the computer. In maths, we 

are working on fractions. We are making fractions using 

paper and number lines. 

 

 

Grade 3/4 F  -  What a great first week of term 4. Our topic 

this term is ECO EXPLORERS. It is about endangered 

animals. In Maths we are working on area and we made 

one  metre squares. Weôve been doing subtraction as well. 

In art weôve started our calendars for 2010. Each day we 

read for as long as we can, then the next day we add it up 

the minutes we read for. It is called our Terrific Time Trial. 

On Wednesday Ricky Walsh brought his Nanôs puppy in for 

a visit. Its name is Peppy. It is a poodle cross shiatsu and 

was very cute. 
Angelique & Grady          

 

Grade 5/6G  -  This week we have had swimming all week.  

The Grade sixôs have installed a new program on their 

computers called Comic Life.  In Art we have started our 

calendar pictures.  In class our reading unit is purpose of 

the text.  We are also writing about our school holidays. 

By Lachlan Osborne. 

 

Grade 5/6 H - Everyone had a great first week back at 

school! On Monday we had our first swimming lesson at 

the Echuca pool, everyone has improved with their 

swimming and still learning new things. On Tuesday we 

worked on drawing conclusions and read a newspaper 

article about renters buying houses but canôt afford to. We 

also prepared to launch our businesses in Earn and Learn 

for next Monday. In art we started to make a calendar 

based on a famous picture called óThe Screamô. In writing 

we wrote a recount about our holidays and we are going to 

publish them on our new wiki this Friday.  

By Erin Stone & Tyanah Case 

 
ART ROOM 

 
This week everyone has started making their 2010 calendar 

pictures.  When they are finished, parents will be able to 

buy calendars with their childôs art work on it. More 

information about viewing and ordering the calendars will 

be in the newsletter over the next couple of weeks.  

 

 
 
The theme this year is Famous Artists.   

The Preps and Grade 1s and 2s are learning about Van 

Goghôs ñSunflowersò.  Grade 3/4s are looking at Van 

Goghôs painting ñStarry Nightò and Grade 5/6 are 

creating paintings based on Munchôs ñThe Screamò. 

 

          

 

 


