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SPECIAL EVENTS NEXT WEEK 

 

Monday 8
th

 June 

Queen‟s Birthday Holiday 

 

Tuesday 9
th

 June 

Echuca West East Timor Club Meeting  

Parent Wellbeing Evening 7.30p.m. 

 

Thursday 11
th

 June 

Trivia Night Tickets to be paid for and picked up 

Trivia Raffle books and Money due 

Soccer tournament - Bendigo 

Scientwists – Prep,1,2 

 

Friday 12
th

 June 

No Newsletter 

Student Free Day – No bus services 

Trivia Night Fundraiser at Echuca Workers Club 

 

STUDENT LEADERS  
  

  

Jessie Lee Cassidy & Marley Jones 

Congratulations to Marley Jones & Jessie Lee Cassidy 

who are our new School Leaders for the next two 

weeks.  Outlined below are Grade Reports. 

 

Grade Prep A  -  Another busy week down with lots of 

learning happening.  We used our new interlocking 

cubes to make and then record our addition sums up to 

ten.  We have started a new set of rotations and 

unfortunately Environmental Science was washed out 

today.  We learned some new songs in Music and found 

out more about care of our teeth in Health.  Mrs 

Meakes has us making pumpkin soup today.  The 

pumpkins came from the veggie garden and the soup 

was yummy.  The big kids helped us cut the pumpkin up 

as it was a bit hard for us.  We are making collage 

placemats with our Grade 6 buddies.  We have hidden 

buddy bear on the place mat and they are very hard to 

find.  Next Thursday we have Scientists coming in to 

show us Crazy Critters.  We will be learning all about 

minibeasts.  Enjoy the long weekend. 

Grade 1B  -  We have been looking at narratives in 

reading and writing this week.  We have learned what a 

narrative contains and how to plan and write one.  We 

have begun looking at insects and found out that an 

insect has six legs, a head, a thorax and an abdomen.  

Some insects have wings too.   We started a new round 

of rotations on Thursday.  In Maths, we looked at 

repeated addition as groups of.  We also made a graph 

of our favourite zoo animals.  Most of us have finished 

our animal posters and these are on display around the 

classroom.  

Grade 2 C  -  This week we have been studying insects.  

We found some information on the computer.  In 

reading groups we are reading about Safaris and wild 

animals.  In art we loved making spider pom poms. 

Grade 3/4 D  -  This week we have been doing a lot of 

work on our Sovereign Hill houses and shops.  In maths 

we have been doing multiplication with Mrs Portwine.  

We have been doing ‘lines in our world’ vertical, 

horizontal and diagonal.  We have been doing lots on 

spelling.  We also have been doing lots on book talk.  In 

P.E. we have been learning about touch footy.  

Everyone in the school has been doing skipping.  We 

are reading “FANTASTIC MR FOX’.  In art we are 

nearly finished our Sovereign Hill people.  Lots of 

people in 3/4’s have been playing the gold rush game.  

We have been doing lots of camp writing.  On Tuesday 

we had a friend that left to go to the Gold Coast for a 

10 day holiday and it was Grace Monigatti!!! On 

Tuesday it was a lucky day for us, it was Mr Wickham’s 

birthday. 

Grade 3 /4 E  -  Children have had lots of fun this week 

creating a paper mache model of Sovereign Hill under 

the keen artistic eye of Mrs. Martin. Gold mining is now 

beginning in earnest with all miners having purchased 

suitable clothing and equipment, and lucky strikes 

happening all over the place.   Miners from overseas 

are keeping a diary of daily events on the diggings.  The 

Governor is overseeing the bank, licences and suitable 

purchases of food and supplies. There are quite a few 

entrepreneurs about with the price of flour and mutton 

sky-rocketing and the troopers coming in to check 

licences is bound to create some conflict. These are 

exciting times and who knows what will happen next 

week! 

Grade 3/4F  -  This week we brought some containers 

to school and we put sand in them. They are our claims 

and we can mine for gold in them. Mrs Chandler puts 

gold in them and we have to find it with tweezers. 

Already some kids have found gold. The blacksmith and 

the candle makers on our goldfield are earning more 

money than the miners have. Scobey Watson, (Joshua) 

was the first to strike rich. We have had a great time. 

We are writing on old paper with pen and ink. We 

dressed up in 1850’s clothes and had our photo taken in 

sepia and stuck the photos on our work. In Indonesian 

we had cooking and made pumpkin soup. It was 

delicious! In art we made clothes for our Gold Rush 

people. In Maths we designed and made our tents. In 

reading groups we are taking responsibility for 

choosing the order we complete activities. It is going 

really well. 

By Grady Smith & Hannah Moss. 

Grade 5/6 G  -  WOW what a fantastic week. On 

Monday we were looking at summarizing for our 

reading groups. On Tuesday we had BTN and the main 

story was about Swine Flu and lots of schools have 

been closed down. On Wednesday we had Art, and we 

are just about to finish our masks and backgrounds. On 

Thursday we had SuperClubsPlus. We are trying to get 

our white star and start our own home page. Also we 

had better buddies and jigsaw.  We learnt about 



violence and how it happens. Today we did cooking and 

we made pumpkin soup.  Mrs Meakes told us that 

Mexico was the founding place of the pumpkin. Also we 

are having tennis with our tennis teacher Andrew. 

Written by Mia and Kyle 

Grade 5/6 H  -  This week in 5/6 H we had cooking with 

Mrs Meakes.  We cooked pumpkin soup and it was 

yummy.  In writing we have been working on past and 

present tense.  Mrs Richards made scrolls for us to 

write on in R.E.  We have been doing Earn & Learn 

and working out what refund we get if we hurt 

ourselves.   

By Chelsea. 

 

PARENT WELLBEING EVENING 

 

There is a Parent Wellbeing Evening at the Port of 

Echuca Motor Inn this Tuesday 9
th

 June between 

7.30pm and 9.00pm..  The evening is conducted by 

Selina Byrne M.A.P.S – Consulting Psychologist and 

Clinical Nutritionist and will cover Food, Mood, Sleep, 

Energy & Optimism.    If you are interested in attending 

this night please let the school office know. 

It would be great if you could support this evening.  

Our Echuca Wellbeing Cluster has invested a lot of 

money in Selina‟s visit in an effort to help our parents 

with what is their most important job – parenting. 

 

SCIENTWISTS  

 

Next week on Thursday 11
th

 June Grades Prep, 1 and 2 

children will enjoy a visit from the Scientwists.  They 

will be showing the children some Crazy Critters and 

learning all about minibeasts.  This is part of our Extra 

Curricula Activities. 

 

ZONE SOCCER 

 

Next week on Thursday 11
th

 June we have an Echuca 

West team participating in  a Zone Soccer Tournament 

in Bendigo.  Barry Jones (Marley‟s dad) is going to 

come along and coach our team. We hope they all have 

a great day and enjoy the soccer tournament.  This is 

also funded through our extra curricula activities. 

 

H1N1 INFLUENZA (HUMAN SWINE FLU) 

 

As you would be aware, Victoria is now in a modified 

„sustain‟ phase of its plan to manage the impact of 

H1N1 Influenza (Human Swine Flu) in our community. 

This means that only children confirmed by a doctor as 

having the virus will be quarantined. Those sharing a 

house with a confirmed case will not be required to 

enter quarantine, unless they too are confirmed as 

having the virus. 

Classes who may have been in contact with a confirmed 

case will no longer be quarantined, and schools will no 

longer be partially or fully closed.  

Students who are feeling unwell should remain at home 

and not attend school. Students and families with flu-

like symptoms are advised to seek medical attention 

and limit their contact with others. 

If your child becomes ill at school, we will contact you 

immediately and ask you to arrange to collect your 

child. Please make sure that we have your up-to-date 

contact details. 

It should be remembered, however, that the virus has so 

far been mild and can be compared to our normal 

winter flu.  

Good general hygiene remains the best defence against 

the flu and families should continue to ensure children 

regularly washing their hands and cover their nose and 

mouth if sneezing and coughing. This practice is being 

reinforced with your children while at school.  

If you have any specific concerns: 

 Visit www.health.vic.gov.au 

 Call the Swine Influenza Hotline on 180 

2007  

 Call Nurse-on-Call on 1300 606 024 – for 

expert health information (freecall 24 

hours, 7 days) 

 Visit your doctor (GP) – if you have an 

influenza-like illness (fever, cough and 

fatigue).  

The Department of Human Services is also continuing 

to ask parents of children returning from USA, Canada, 

Japan, Mexico and Panama to voluntarily keep their 

children home for seven (7) days from arrival back in 

Australia. This is a further precautionary measure to 

assist in managing the further spread of the virus.   

 

SOLVING THE JIGSAW NEWS 

Next Thursday night, there will be a documentary 

shown on the ABC about the Jigsaw program that we 

implement in our school. Our Grade 5 and 6 students 

participate in this program for one hour a week and a 

heavily modified program is implemented in the grade 

1 and 2 areas. The documentary will address the 

philosophies of the program, implementation and the 

discussions with the creators Bernadette Wright and 

Carla Meurs.  Mark it in the TV guide.  

Scenes in the documentary are not necessarily typical, 

although Jigsaw does go to the hard corners of 

children‟s experience.  Jigsaw is not about eliciting 

information from children, it‟s about giving them a safe 

place to share information if they need it. 

Kids’ Business -Thursday 11
th

  June 9:25pm ABC 

TV  

Kids’ Business is a compelling documentary about kids 

and violence, bullying and relationships.  

Filmed in a Bendigo primary school by People Pictures, 

it follows a group of kids in grades five and six taking 

part in Solving the Jigsaw, an early-intervention 

program that changes a culture of violence and bullying 

into a culture of wellbeing. 

For an hour each week, Jigsaw facilitator Bernadette 

Wright encourages the kids to talk openly about all 

aspects of their lives. The film shows them grappling 

with their feelings as they share their concerns in front 

of their classmates about things that have happened at 

school and at home. 

 

 

http://www.health.vic.gov.au/


KIDS ‘GO FOR YOUR LIFE’  

 
Health Promotion  

 Eat Well – promoting fresh fruit and 

vegetables rather than pre-packaged foods that 

are high in sugar and/or fat 

 Drink well – promoting water rather than 

sweet drinks 

 Clean well – encouraging regular tooth 

brushing supported by parents 

 

MUSIC 

 
PERFORMANCE – Friday 19

th
 June @ 9.45a.m. 

The Big Samba. 

Students will take part in a percussion performance 

with „Steve Schulz‟ , a well known 

drummer/musician/teacher.  Students will work in 

groups to work together as a whole, learning new 

rhythm patterns to create “the Big Samba”. 

This is part of our extra curricula activities. 

 

ECHUCA STEAM HORSE AND VINTAGE 

RALLY – FREE STUDENT TICKETS 

 

This year, in recognition of the impact of the drought 

on many families, the Rotary Club of Echuca/Moama in 

conjunction with Member for Rodney Paul Weller,  are 

planning to offer a free entry ticket to each primary 

school student in the district who is accompanied to the 

Rally by a paying adult.  If you are interested, tickets 

are available at the school office. 

 

HOUSE OF THE WEEK 

     
Millewa is House of the week.  Well Done. 

Points: 

Stratton –    3850 

Millewa – 13300 

Watson –    2600 

 

ENROLMENTS 2010  

 

If you have a child to attend in Prep in 2010 please call 

into the office and complete enrolment forms.  We 

would like these to be completed before the end of this 

term.  If you haven‟t got an immunisation certificate 

just bring along your yellow Health Records Book.  We 

can follow up later with the certificate. 

 

PUPIL FREE DAY 

 

Friday 12
th

 June is a pupil free day.  Children are not to 

attend school on this day.  Please mark in your 

calendar. 

School Buses will not run on this day.   

 

 

EAST TIMOR NEWS 

 

Parents new to our school this year may not be aware 

that Echuca West Primary has a friendship relationship 

with a cluster of schools – seven in total, in a very 

remote area in East Timor. The schools are called the 

Bereleu schools and comprise one main school which 

caters for primary and secondary students, and several 

smaller filial schools dotted around high mountainous 

slopes. These schools have no power. Many have no 

access to water. Children walk up to 2 hours each way 

to go to school.  Last year, a group from the Campaspe 

East Timor in Friendship group, including Mrs. Cleary, 

visited the Bereleu schools and took drawings and gifts 

from Echuca West students.  Since then, the Echuca 

West children have been helping the Campaspe East 

Timor group raise money for solar panels for the main 

Bereleu school.  Sufficient funds have now been raised 

will give power not only lighting, but also for 

computers.   The school can also be used as a centre at 

night and be a venue for community meetings in this 

remote area.   The Alternative Technology Association 

from Australia is ready to install the solar panels in 

September.   The Echuca West students should be very 

proud of the role they have played in bringing this 

about.   When Anton Vikstrom, from the ATA visited 

Echuca  early in the year, he was very impressed by the 

involvement of our students.   A very big thank you to 

everyone who contributed to our recent raffle.  The 

Echuca West East Timor Club will meet at lunchtime 

next Tuesday, June 9
th

 where they will look at some 

friendship bands and book marks recently brought back 

from Timor, as well as a selection of handcrafts. 

 

FUNDRAISING 

 

Caledonian Hotel Raffle. 

Next Friday 12
th

 June is our raffle night at the 

Caledonian hotel.  Just pop in and support our school.  

These are terrific fundraisers.   

 

Raffle: 

We have a great raffle that will be drawn at the Trivia 

night on Friday 12
th

 June.  Raffle books should be 

returned to school by Thursday 11
th

 June – if not 

earlier.   

Great prizes –  $2 per ticket. 

 

1
st
 Prize – 4 Burner BBQ – donated by the Collins 

Brothers. 

2nd Prize – Coffee Table donated by Echuca Furniture. 

3
rd

 Prize – Retractable 20m Hose & Reel -  donated by 

Water Solutions plus $50 Voucher from Rich River 

Sand & Soil. 

4
th

 Prize – Office Choice Stationery Pack. 

5
th

 Prize – Hair Products - donated by Hair Lounge on 

High. 

If you can sell more tickets they are available at the 

office. 

 

Trivia Night: 

 
This is one of our major fundraisers for the year.  

It is being held next Friday 12
th

 June at The Worker‟s 

Club commencing at 7.00pm.  for a 7.30pm sharp start.  



Trivia is being run by Melbourne based “Soundstorm 

Entertainment”.   Tickets are $15.00 per head and we 

are having Tables of 10.  Prizes, Auctions, Games and 

Supper will be supplied.  Drinks can be purchased at 

bar prices.  Tickets are available from school office.  

Tickets will need to be paid for and picked up before 

Thursday 11
th

 June as there is no school on Friday 12
th

 

June.   A courtesy bus is available; just remember to 

book early to use this bus.  The bus cannot be booked 

on the way home, but will leave the venue on the hour 

until midnight (within a 10km radius of Echuca). 

 

Sausage Sizzles: 

We have planned 3 more Safeway sausage sizzles for 

the year. 

Saturday 18
th

 July – host grades 3/4D, 3/4E & 3/4F 

Saturday 8
th

 August – host grades 5/6G & 5/6H 

Saturday 7
th

 November – host grades Prep A and 1B. 

This is wonderful support from Safeway. 

 

Pie Drive: 

 

 
Just in time for winter is our yummy Pie Drive.  Gillies 

in Bendigo are supplying our Pies this year, so 

remember to order a few.  They are great for a cold 

winter‟s night.  Order forms are attached to this 

newsletter.  Please return orders and money to the 

office by Friday 19
th

 June or before.  No late orders will 

be accepted.  Pies will be delivered on Wednesday 24
th

 

June. 

 

Fundraising meeting: 

The next fundraising meeting in Judy‟s office at 8.30am 

will be on Thursday 18
th

 June. 

 

 

LOST PROPERTY 

 

Please check our Lost Property box in the undercover 

area – it is absolutely FULL of unclaimed clothes. 

 

 

MS READATHON 

 

This year you are encouraged to Click, Flick and 

Collect!  Students are being invited to join in the 

celebrations of the 30
th

 year of the MS Readathon by 

registering to take part in the June reading event.  It‟s 

not too late to join.  Students, siblings, parents and 

grandparents can get involved.  Here‟s how…. 

Click online for free registration and receive a very 

cool MS Readathon wristband 

Flick through books during the month of June (you can 

count books from other reading programs too) 

Collect sponsorship donations from family and friends 

and collect some terrific rewards 

Visit www.msreadathon.org.au or call 1300677323 for 

more details.  Registration forms available from the 

office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARTIST OF THE MONTH COMPETITION 

 
Congratulations to Maisy Molluso in 1B who won 

last month’s competition.  It was a really tricky 

one, so well done to all the people who worked 

out the correct answers.  The artist was Roy 

Lictenstein. 

 

This month’s is a little easier.  Here are the 

pictures and questions: 
    

 

 

  
 

 Artist’s name? 

 Name of paintings? 

 Country artist is from? 

 Alive or dead? 

 

Answers to be put into the box in the Art Room 

by the end of June. 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS IN THE SCHOOL THIS WEEK 

 
We would like to wish a happy birthday to Abbey 

Callander,   Fletcher Kelly and Mrs Chandler who are 

celebrating their birthdays this week.  We hope they 

have a great day.  
 

 

 

http://www.msreadathon.org.au/


ADVERTISING SPACE 
If you would like to sponsor our newsletter and 

advertise your business in this space we would love to 

hear from you.  This will cost $20 each week to include 

your business card or logo in our weekly newsletter.  If 

you are interested please contact the school on 

54822263. 

 

REMINDERS 

 Lunch Orders are Monday, Wednesday & Friday. 

 Lost Property Box is in the Undercover area. 

 Bank Day is Thursday 

 Newsletter folders to be returned by Thursday. 

 
 

Attachments 

 Gillies Pie Drive Order Forms  

 

FUTURE DATES 

Thursday 18
th

 June 

Fundraising Meeting 

Friday 19
th

 June 

Percussion Performance – The Big Samba 

Pie orders and money due (no late orders) 

Wednesday 24
th

 June 

Pie orders delivered 

Saturday 18
th

 July 

Sausage Sizzle Fundraiser 

Thursday 6
th

 August 

Zone Golf Echuca 

Saturday 8
th

 August 

Sausage Sizzle Fundraiser 

Friday 14
th

 August 

Echuca Basketball Tournament 

Friday 21
st
 August 

Zone Basketball – Bendigo 

Monday 7
th

 September 

Athletics Working Bee 

Tuesday 8
th

 September 

11/12 Year old Athletics 

Wednesday 9
th

 September 

9/10 year old Athletics 

Saturday 7
th

 November 

Sausage Sizzle Fundraiser 

 
 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS. 
 
 

FREE ONLINE TUTORING = FREE IPOD. 
 
Campaspe Regional Libraryõs FREE online tutoring 
service.  
Go to yourtutor.com.au and select your tutor.  
Select your library, and at the end of your session, 
type your email address in the co -web browsing 
tool and youõll be entered to win an iPod.  Enter as 
many times as you like ð every time you speak to a 
tutor !  But the competition end s 30 June!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A WINTERS GARDEN WALK AT WHARPARILLA 
DRIVE. ð PLEASE NOTE - (POSTPONED TO A 
LATER DATE) ð too wet . 

 
When: Sunday 7 th  June (postponed to a later 

date) from 11.00a.m. -4.00p.m.  
All Welcome.  Rambling cottage garden on the 
banks of the Murray featuring unique garden art 
by Julie Guinan.  Selected items for sale.  Assorted 
trading tables.  Devonshire tea and light 
refreshments available.  Children under 8 are to 
be under supervision at all times .  Sorry no pets.  
Gold coin donation.  Proceeds to Murrayvale Aged 
Care Auxiliary.  
Where: 202 Wharparilla Drive, Echuca Ph. 
54822134  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


