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SPECIAL EVENTS NEXT WEEK 

Monday 25
th

 May  

Playgroup 

Book Club Orders and money due 

 

Thursday 28
th

 May 

Echuca West School Information Evening  7.30p.m. 

 

Friday 29
th

 May 

Tennis – Grade 5/6G  

 

STUDENT LEADERS  

  

Brock Allsop and Tyler Small 

Tyler Small and Brock Allsop continue as our School 

Leaders for the next week.  Outlined below are Grade 

Reports. 

 

Grade Prep A   -  The big skip off went well today and 

it was very obvious how much the Preps have improved 

with their skipping skills.  Miss Grant has kept us all 

very busy and has been teaching us for the whole week.  

We have been busy writing lots of pieces about our Zoo 

trip and have even managed to print out some sentences 

on the computer.  Rotations were very enjoyable again 

this week.  Miss Grant had us choreograph our own 

dance piece in a group of 3.  There are some real cool 

movers in the Prep room.  Mr. Leersen had us make 

habitats for animals and Ms Keays took us for Drama.  

The big walk was very exciting last Friday and we 

experienced lots of different traffic situations.  The 

footbridge was a little bit scary though.  Enjoy your 

weekend and keep up the good work at home hearing 

your child read every night. 

Grade 1 B  -  This week Miss Pryor took the class for 

some imaginative writing.  We pretended we were 

different animals and described what it was like.  We 

have been working on recognising rhyming words in 

reading.  We have also learnt some new skipping skills 

in preparation for today’s ‘Jump Off’.  We talked about 

what a good friend is like and made a Friend Wanted 

poster, listing things that a good friend must do.  In 

Maths we looked at different maps and talked about 

chance.  We thought it was unlikely that Miss Keays 

would come to school with green spiky hair, but likely 

that we would all go to bed at night.  Keep up the great 

work everyone!  
Grade 2 C  -  The Jump Rope for Heart Jump Off was a 

lot of fun.  We really enjoyed all the activities.  The 

grade 5/6’s did a fantastic job doing all their routines.  

We got to do some of our tricks that we have been 

learning during P.E. during the Jump Off.  In rotations 

we have been doing drama, dance and technology.  We 

looked at different feelings and how we look different. 

We created our own dance routines and built models of 

Zoos.  It was a lot of fun!  In maths this week we have 

focused on telling the time and looking at all the 

different things we do throughout the week.  We found 

out that we do lots of things and that some of us do 

some very interesting activities.  In writing we have lots 

to write about the Zoo.  We have drawn maps of the 

zoo, wrote about our favourite  animals and used the 

internet and books to research animals.  It has been a 

busy week and we look forward to seeing you in our 

class sometime next week!! 

Grade 3/4 D  -  Last week we had our camp at 

Sovereign Hill. We experienced many aspects of the 

gold rush era. Some highlights would have to be the 

Blood on the Southern Cross (Sound and Light show), 

the Journey through the Labyrinth of Gold, and trying 

to strike it rich panning for gold. 

After the big week at camp, we have been even busier 

with NAPLAN testing. We are starting to develop our 

own character for our gold rush town. We have started 

to look at what occupations our character will have. On 

Wednesday, we had an assembly about camp and the 

three Grade 3 & 4 teachers gave out awards. We are 

looking forward to Jump Rope for Heart today. 

Grade 3 /4 E  -  This week, we have been following up 

on our Sovereign Hill camp. We played ‘hot potato’ 

where we circulated questions about the goldfields and 

we all added information. We had a 3 /4 assembly 

where everyone got a certificate for something special 

about the camp. We wrote letters to thank the parents 

who came along with us. We have also been doing our 

NAPLAN tests which have kept us busy this week.  On 

Friday we joined in ‘Jump Rope for Heart’ which was 

great fun. We have been practising our skipping and 

are really good at it. 

Grade 3/4 F  -  Last Wednesday the grade 3/4’s went to 

Sovereign  Hill on camp for three days. Everyone found 

some gold at gold panning and we all had a great time. 

This week on Tuesday, the grade 3s started doing the 

Naplan test. Mrs Chandler was very happy with all the 

grade 4s. They all worked quietly and were very 

supportive of the Grade 3s.  We have finally finished! In 

Indonesian we completed some worksheets about what 

we do in the class. Today we did Jump Rope For Heart. 

The grade 5/6’s did a fantastic job!  We did lots of fun 

activities. 

By Cody & Shelby 

Grade 5/6 G  -  This week has been very exciting 

because we’ve all been waiting for Jump Rope for 

Heart. On Friday the jump off will happen, all of the 

5/6s are pumped to be doing their routines. 

Our new topic is Earn and Learn where we are all paid 

$657.00per week.  We have been learning about % and 

paying tax. We will not have much money left! 

We painted tribal masks in art and it was fun. We also 

created our own endings for Wombat Stew in writing. 

In reading, we have been planning our own reading 

activities and learning to infer when we are reading. 

 



 

Grade 5/6 H  -  This week we have been busy doing a 

lot of things. On Monday we started our new and 

exciting unit; Earn and Learn and it was a lot of fun. 

We had to work out what our new wage would be with 

our new positions of responsibilities and then 

unfortunately we had to take off money to pay 33% tax.  

Then on Tuesday we did some spelling and we also 

practiced own skipping routines and our class skipping 

routines. On Wednesday we did some maths and had 

R.E with Lesley.  It was heaps of fun. On Thursday we 

did not have Jigsaw or Buddies because we were so 

busy polishing our skipping routines. We also had 

Indonesian in which we had to do a test. In maths we 

started to learn how to find a percentage of a number 

so that next week we can work out how much 

superannuation we will have to pay from our salary. 

Then on Friday we had the jump off day.  It was so 

much fun! We all had a turn at that and then we did 

some rotations. 

By Jessie Lee  

 

NATIONAL WALK TO SCHOOL SAFELY DAY 

 

We had a great day walking the streets of Echuca last 

Friday.  The children were just wonderful and learnt 

lots about being safe on the roads. 

 

PARENT WELLBEING EVENING 

 

There is a Parent Wellbeing Evening at the Port of 

Echuca Motor Inn on Tuesday 9
th

 June.  Please keep 

this date free.  The evening is conducted by Selina 

Bryne M.A.P.S – Consulting Psychologist and Clinical 

Nutritionist and will cover Food, Mood, Sleep, Energy 

& Optimism.  A Flyer will be included next week. 

 

KIDS ‘GO FOR YOUR LIFE’ SURVEY 

 

Grades 2C and 3/4F will be bringing home surveys for 

families to complete this week.  We hope everyone will 

be able to participate and return them to the office as 

soon as possible.  The results add to the bigger picture 

on eating habits of children and on ways to further 

encourage sensible eating habits. 

     

EAST TIMOR CLUB 

ECHUCA WEST PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

East Timor Raffle. 

Funds will go to CETAF to be used for programs 

needed by people of East Timor. 

1
st
 Prize: 2 nights accommodation in a 2 bedroom cabin 

at Tarragon Lodge – Value $200. Donated by Pat 

Schram and Yvonne Stansfield. 

2
nd

 and 3
rd

 Prizes:  Choice of: 

Three month membership at Curves – Donated by 

Curves Echuca – Manager Liz Bruns – Value $180 

Or 

Load of firewood – Donated by “Chilla” from 

Mathoura – Value $100 

Tickets are $2 or 3 for $5.  Raffle tickets are being sold 

by East Timor Club children and will be drawn on June 

1
st
 at the CETAF meeting.  

 

 

SOCCER SUCCESS 

 

Congratulations to our children in grades 5 and 6 who 

participated in the Echuca soccer tournament last 

Friday.  They looked amazing in their new soccer 

uniforms.  Our boys team managed a third place in the 

competition.  Great effort. 

 

ENROLMENTS 2010  

IMFORMATION NIGHT 

 

On Thursday 28
th

 May our school will be holding an 

information evening at the school commencing at 

7.30pm. 

If you are aware of any parents who are currently 

looking to enroll their child into prep in 2010 please let 

them know about our information session. 

 

School Tours are available for new families. 

 

PUPIL FREE DAY 

 

Friday 12
th

 June is a pupil free day.  Children are not to 

attend school on this day.  Please mark in your 

calendar. 

 

SCHOOL DENTAL SERVICE 

 

The School Dental Service has integrated with the 

Echuca Regional Health Dental Clinic.  We are 

currently offering dental examinations and treatment to 

children attending your school.  If you are interested in 

accessing the Service or are unsure of whether your 

child is enrolled with the service already please contact 

the clinic on 54855821. 

Our service is as follows 

 Free for dependants of concession card holders 

 A fee of $28 for non-card holders is required 

for a full course of general dental treatment. 

 

FUNDRAISING 

 

Trivia Night: 

 
This is one of our major fundraisers for the year so start 

getting your tables organized.   

Friday 12
th

 June at The Worker’s Club commencing at 

7.00pm.  for a 7.30pm sharp start.  Trivia run by 

Melbourne based “Soundstorm Entertainment”.    Cost 

$15.00 per head.  Tables of 10.  Prizes, Auctions and 

Games.  and Supper supplied.  Drinks at bar prices.  

Tickets are available from school office.  A courtesy 

bus is available; just remember to book early to use this 

bus.  The bus cannot be booked on the way home, but 

will leave the venue on the hour until midnight (within 

a 10km radius of Echuca). 

Thanks to all the parents for their donations to support 

the night. 

 

Sausage Sizzles: 

We have planned 3 more Safeway sausage sizzles for 

the year. 

Saturday 18
th

 July – host grades 3/4D,3/4E & 3/4F 

Saturday 8
th

 August – host grades 5/6G & 5/6H 



Saturday 7
th

 November – host grades PrepA and 1B. 

This is wonderful support from Safeway. 

 

Pie Drive: 

We have also planned our winter pie drive.  Order 

forms will be sent home on Friday 5
th

 June.  

 

Fundraising meeting: 

The next fundraising meeting in Judy’s office at 8.30am 

will be on Thursday 18
th

 June. 

 

ARTIST OF THE MONTH COMPETITION 

 

As May’s artist is quite tricky, here is an 

anagram of the artist’s last name.  Just 

unscramble the letters to work out who it is.  

 I H E S E N L C T N T I 

Here are May’s pictures and questions: 

 

  

  

 
 

 Artist’s name? 

 Name of paintings? 

 Country artist is from? 

 Alive or dead? 

 

Answers to be put into the box in the Art Room 

by the end of May. 

BIRTHDAYS IN THE SCHOOL THIS WEEK 

 
We would like to wish a happy birthday to Sam 

Simpson,  Emily Simpson and Bailey Gray who are 

celebrating their birthdays this week.  We hope they 

have a great day.  
 

 

 

REMINDERS 

 Lunch Orders are Monday, Wednesday & Friday. 

 Lost Property Box is in the Undercover area. 

 Bank Day is Thursday 

 Newsletter folders to be returned by Thursday. 

 
 
 

 

FUTURE DATES 

Friday 5
th

 June 

Pie Drive Begins 

Tennis Grade 5/6G 

Tuesday 9
th

 June 

Parent Wellbeing Evening 7.30p.m. 

Friday 12
th

 June 

Student Free Day 

Trivia Night Fundraiser at Echuca Workers Club 

Thursday 18
th

 June 

Fundraising Meeting 

Saturday 18
th

 July 

Sausage Sizzle Fundraiser 

Thursday 6
th

 August 

Zone Golf Echuca 

Saturday 8
th

 August 

Sausage Sizzle Fundraiser 

Friday 14
th

 August 

Echuca Basketball Tournament 

Friday 21
st
 August 

Zone Basketball – Bendigo 

Monday 7
th

 September 

Athletics Working Bee 

Tuesday 8
th

 September 

11/12 Year old Athletics 

Wednesday 9
th

 September 

9/10 year old Athletics 

Saturday 7
th

 November 

Sausage Sizzle Fundraiser 

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS. 
 

SPOCAAS FREE PARENT INFORMATION PACKS 
FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN WITH AUTISM 
SPECTRUM DISORDERS. 
 
Thanks to a generous donation from Echuca 

Moama Community Enterprise, SPOCAAS is 
supplying 50 Parent Information Packs to families 
across the Region NEXT Monday 25th May, during 
a Morning Tea (10am till 12 noon) or an Afternoon 
Tea (4.30pm till 6.30pm).  Packs include books, 
sensory & management aides, ASD information 
and much more.  RSVP is essential as packs are 
limited to 50.  Call 0428 382 668 or email 
spocaas@clrs.org.au 

mailto:spocaas@clrs.org.au


YMCA GREATER MURRAY WOMENõS 
SYMPOSIUM. 
 
When: Wednesday 27th May, 2009 
Where: Y Central, Level 1/157 Hare St, Echuca 
Cost: Gold Coin Donation.  
All proceeds for the night will go to Echuca 
Regional Health Primary Care Womenõs Division.  
In Honour of Motherõs Day and designed 
specifically with mothers and daughters in mind, 
the night will revolve around casual discussions 
across a broad range of topics as well as trade 
stalls by local businesses and services and the 
regionõs first (and only) free boutique.  The Gratis 
Chic Boutique will operate like a swap meet.  Any 
old clothes women have lying around can be 
dropped off at Y Central in exchange for YMCA 
dollars that can be spent on the night.  For more 
information please call Bianca Stapleton on 
54822517 or 0434878155 or email 

bianca.stapleton@ymca.org.au 
 
 
 

ECHUCA MUSICAL THEATRE COMPANY INC. 

PRESENTS òTHE BEAUTY AND THE BEASTó. 
 
Disneyõs Beauty and the Beast Gala Opening on 
Saturday 23rd May at 7.30p.m. at the Paramount 
Art Centre.  Then performances continue Sunday, 
24th May, Friday 29th May, Saturday and Sunday 
30th & 31st May, Friday 5th June and closing night 
Saturday 6th June. 
Cost: Children $22.50, Students/Concession 
$26.50 and Adults $29.50.  For more information 
please phone The Paramount on 54823399. 
 
 

ANECDOTES FROM SOVEREIGN HILL 

 

While I was panning for gold I fell into the river and 

my leg was covered in water! Then Riley took a scoop 

with a shovel and plonked it over my leg. Then we had 

to have lunch. 

By Andy  

 

It was amazing, I saw a huge nugget of gold and it was 

found in Sovereign Hill, and that is where we were. I 

saw it down in a mine; it was 53 steps down in the 

ground. The gold was still in a dirt rocky wall. If 

anyone tried to steal it they would be locked up straight 

away. In the mine it was dark. Every now and again 

there were light and sound effects. A man showed us 

around the mine. There are so many tracks underground 

it was like a maze but we knew were to go. It was 

amazing to see where people worked in the gold rush 

days. 

By Briar 

 

 

While we were walking around we started gold 

panning. A man came down and showed me how to 

gold pan and he found 8 pieces of gold in such a quick 

amount of time. It was so funny. Every time I went gold 

panning, I slipped in and ended up getting my shoes 

wet. Once I slipped and my shoes were all wet then I 

almost dropped my gold bottle and the lid. I was also 

scared because I could have lost my lid then I wouldn’t 

have a lid for my bottle. 

By Cody 

 

There we were, in the darkness of the scary, dark Red 

Hill Mine. We were having an auto self guided tour. 

The man that guided us, (the auto) the things he said, 

were hilarious! Like the one time when he said:  
“Hey, you at the back there, keep up!” that’s what I 

mean, and guess who was at the back! Mr Wickham! 

Oh, and another time, he said: 

 “Now turn around, and go down this path, go down the 

other one, you’ll be dead by morning!” 

By Deanne 

 

 

Guess how you make lollies in the olden days? Well I 

can tell you. They have a big jug, and then they put 

their ingredients in to it. Then they take it out and put it 

on to a board then they put some more ingredients in to 

it. The lolly maker put it in to a circle, and then he 

rolled it out. He cut it in to small bits. Then he put it in 

to a roller and the lady rolled it and by the time it’s 

finished it will be hard. The roller puts squares into the 

mixture. Then they will throw it into a small bowl and it 

breaks into small drops. They nearly taste like real 

strawberries and they are really bright and red, but I 

didn’t really smell them. 

By Hayley 

  
 

 

It was a little creek we were panning in for a while. I 

found out how to gold pan. I thought it was hard at first 

but it got easy after a while. At first I didn’t get any 

gold but I got some help from a friend. When I finally 

got some gold I didn’t bring my bottle. It was fun 

trying. 

By Josh 

 

The sound & light show, was chaotic! But if I had to 

choose the best bit about it… 

When the cart caught on fire and blew up. It made a 

huge BOOM!!! It sent me flying way out of my seat! 

Deanne thought the show was awesome. To me it was 

freaky as! 

By Rose 
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