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NEWSLETTER  

NO. 30 FRIDAY 31st OCTOBER, 2008 

 

Monday 3
rd

 November 

Playgroup 

Tuesday 4
th

 November 

School Council Holiday 

Friday 7
th

 November 

Crazy Camel Orders & Money Due 

Free Ride Tickets for Echuca Show @ Echuca Library 

Monday 10
th

 November 

Playgroup 

Tuesday 11
th

 November  

School Council Meeting 7.30p.m. 

Thursday 13
th

 November 

Prep Transition – Day 1 

 

STUDENT LEADERS 

 
Marley Jones & Xavier Colvin 

Xavier Colvin and Marley Jones continue as our  

School Leaders for the next week.  Grade 

Reports are listed below. 

 

Grade Prep A  -  It has been a busy week for the Preps.  

We have been reading and writing about Goldilocks 

and the Three Bears.  We visited 1/2B and felt some 

Tiger worms.  They felt cold and slimy and tickled our 

hands.  Mrs E visited all the Preps for next year 2009. 

By all the Prep Grade. 

Grade 1/2B  -  Thank you to all the parents and the 

children who helped out with the morning tea this week.  

The children really enjoyed showing all the things they 

have been doing throughout the year.  There were 

dances, role plays and maths games.  We have also 

really enjoyed doing our jobs every day over in the 

garden.  We now are in charge of 7000 worms!!  We 

looked at the worms during rotations this week and 

have found out lots about worms.  When they are babies 

they are a white colour and are born in an egg.  We 

think we found some eggs in the worm farms.  We also 

learnt some new dances and performed them at the 

assembly.  We were very busy but enjoyed doing it.  In 

Indonesian we did some cooking and it was delicious.  

Mr Leersen had some to eat and really enjoyed it as 

well.  This week we wrote some everyday poems and 

finished our information reports.  In maths we looked at 

fractions, continued to make our maps and looked at a 

whole lot of numbers.  It has been a very busy week and 

we have continued to work hard.  If you have any spare 

time pop in and say hello and help out with reading in 

the mornings.  We look forward to seeing you!! 

Grade 1/2C  -  This week we have used a book called 

‘The Fisherman and His Wife’ to study rhyming words.  

The wife was very greedy and because of this, she 

ended up with nothing.  We used Austen’s mail box to 

send letters to each other, which described our weekend 

adventures.  In writing, we read a book and wrote 

retells in our own words.  In Little Jigs we looked at 

what makes a good friendship and how we need to put 

our own gorgeous qualities on show, to be a good 

friend in return.  In Maths we looked at a map of our 

school and had a go at making our own town maps.  We 

were also very good at hefting objects in the room to 

compare weights.    

Grade 3/4D This week in maths we have been learning 

about depth.  In Indonesian we did cooking and we 

have been saving seeds.  3/4D had a great week and we 

have done lots of great things. 

Grade 3/4E  - This week we have had a lot of fun 

presenting plays to the class, and then taking a video. 

We have been doing decimals in maths and we have 

started an interesting word list. We have been 

publishing poetry of all sorts e.g. lanterns, haiku, twist 

etc. Ziptales has been going quite well.  Kids have been 

finishing 2-3 stories in one session. On Thursday we did 

cooking with Mrs Meakes; we made Bread pots with 

vegetables. We have been reading book 

recommendations by other kids in the grade.  The 

stories are funny!  Happy Halloween! 

By Grace McWhinney & Deanne van Eeden 

Grade 3/4F  -  On Monday we had Mr. T and on 

Tuesday we had Mrs Brown.  We welcome back Mrs 

Chandler who has been away for 4 days (not including 

the weekend).  We feel sorry for Mrs Chandler.  In Art 

we have finished our Crazy Calendars.  We did cooking 

yesterday and it was excellent.  In reading groups we 

are doing really fun activities.  Wow! Rachel has been 

to Queensland for a holiday.  Bailey Small’s dad gave 

Bailey a present.  It was…. Going to Queensland!.  In 

sport we are doing tunnel ball and cross ball.  Next 

week we are competing against the other grades.  In 

Maths we have been working on problem solving and 

drawing 3D shapes and tessellations on computers. 

By Rylee and Ethan!! 

Grade 5/6G  -  WOW this week has gone so fast. We 

have been working hard on our information reports and 

have finished our rough drafts. In PE we have been 

doing team building activities. On Tuesday we had 

rotations and in scienceswe have been looking at 

forces.  In technology we have been working on our 

digital portfolios and they’re looking fabulous. On 

Wednesday we had Mrs Lochland.   In art we finished 

our calendars and next week we are going to continue 

with printing. In maths we have been playing dice 

cricket and recording our results on excel. On 

Thursday we had cooking and made bread pots filled 

with cheese and vegetables. On Friday we had jigsaw 

and buddies.  How fun!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Hopefully next week is just as awesome. 

By Jess and Chelsea.   

Grade 5/6H  -  WOW! What a quick week it has been. 

On Monday we learnt about crocodiles in reading & 

made a line graph in maths. Tuesday we worked on our 

reports & had PE. Wednesday we had art & made 

pictographs. On Thursday we had BTN & worked on 

volley ball with Mrs.Cook.   Then on Friday we had 



music/indo & buddies & Jigsaw. We have had a great 

week. 

By Georgia 

 

ROAD SAFETY 

 

Thanks to all the parents who have shown patience and 

safety on the roads.  Although parking is limited after 

school we have to ensure that safety is at a precedent.   

Just a couple of reminders: 

  Keep the area clear in the bus turning circle 

for the first bus.  There are parking signs there. 

 Keep the area in front of the double gate clear 

so children and parents can get in and out of 

the school grounds safely. 

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL HOLIDAY 

 

The school will be closed TUESDAY 4
th

 November for 

our annual school council holiday. 

Monday 3
rd

 November is a normal school day and 

all children must be at school. 

 

END OF YEAR 

 

Some end of year dates to mark in your calendar: 

 

Year 6 Graduation-Wednesday 17
th

 December. 

 

Family BBQ – Thursday 18
th

 December 

 

Last day of term – Friday 19
th

 December. 

 

YEARS 5 & 6 ACTIVITIES 

 

Our grade 5 and 6 children are an amazing group.  They 

have developed so many skills over the last 2 years.  

The grade 5 children who attended the Kid‟s Congress 

for two days in Bendigo have returned to school 

„experts‟ in technology.  Now they have in place a 

sharing and training program to pass on all their skills.  

The individual student  presentations of the units at the 

end of the term are of an incredibly high standard.  

Their skill as leaders and the responsibilities that they 

take on are developing fantastic leadership qualities.  In 

Prep to Year 4 we ensure that our children develop 

outstanding literacy and numeracy skills. We call this 

period „Laying Foundations‟.   Then in Year 5 and 6 

our children have the opportunity to extend all the 

learning‟s that they have developed throughout their 

time at Echuca West.  We call this period „Building 

On‟. 

 

FUTURE DIRECTION 

 

There was an article in „The Riv‟ today about the 

possibility of Echuca South , Echuca West and Echuca 

Specialist schools merging.  This is certainly not the 

case at the moment.   Each of these schools have some 

issues in relation to their buildings.  These issues will 

need to be addressed at some time in the future.  The 

outcome  may simply be to replace the current 

buildings.  No matter what the outcome,  it won‟t be in 

the near future.  We will continue to provide quality 

teaching and learning programs no matter what the 

facilities are like. 

 

PRE SCHOOL VISITS 

 

We have now completed all our kinder visits.  This is a 

great time to meet with our new preps for 2009.  Our 

Grade 5 children also attended the visits.  Our current 

grade 5 students will be „Better Buddies‟ for our preps 

next year. 

 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 

 

Congratulations to all the children who regularly wear 

their school uniform as well as their school hat.  It is so 

pleasing to see children who don‟t push the boundaries 

all the time.  At the end of the day it is easier to wear 

the correct uniform and keep all the frills for out of 

school hours.   

 

INDONESIAN CULTURAL DAY 

 

On Friday 21
st
 November the school is participating in 

an Indonesian Cultural day.  This will consist of grade 

workshops in the morning and then be followed by a 

whole school performance at 2.15p.m.  Students will 

learn to play many Gamelan instruments which 

comprise a traditional gamelan orchestra, learn some 

traditional Indonesian dances and experience riding in, 

or driving a traditional form of transport called a becak.  

The children will dress in beautiful costumes and use 

their skills to perform in a short concert at 2.15p.m.   

Parents and families welcome. 

 

REMEMBRANCE DAY POPPIES 

 
We have poppies on sale at the office for the special 

school price of $1.  They will be $2 if bought 

elsewhere.  Remembrance Day is on Tuesday 

November 11
th

 at 11a.m.  The 11
th

 November is a 

special time for all Australians and for many countries 

around the world.  It is a time when we reflect on the 

sacrifices made by those serving their country, past and 

present.  It is a time when we remember those who died 

or suffered for Australia‟s cause, fighting to preserve all 

we hold dear. Lest We Forget.  Please observe a 

minute‟s silence at 11am on 11 November. 

 

HOUSE OF THE WEEK 

     
Watson is House of the week.  Well Done. 

Points: 

Stratton –  10715 

Millewa –   9835 

Watson –  11885 

 

CLUBS 

 

At the end of the year we plan to run a range of 

activities for our children based around the skills and 

expertise of our families and community, as well as our 

teaching and support staff.   This will be similar to the 

„Activities Program‟ that we ran in December 2007.   

If you would like to participate then just chat to your 

class teacher and we can start planning. 



PREP TRANSITION DAYS 

 
 

Day 1: 9am – 11.00am - Thursday 13
th

 November 

Day 2:  9am – 11.30am – Wednesday 26
th

 November  

Day 3:  9am – 1.00pm - Tuesday 9
th

 December 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE ART ROOM 

  

I am delighted to let you know that our wall hanging is 

now finished and is looking fantastic!  Everyone has 

worked very hard and has done a wonderful job.  Every 

student in the school should have 2 or more pieces of 

work on display (there are a few children still to finish 

things off and these will be added as soon as they are 

done). 

It is currently on display in the Art/Resource Room so 

please come in and have a look.  It will then be put on 

display in the Echuca Show. 

A big thank you to everyone for all their great work.  

Ms Martin 

 

CHRISTMAS TREE. 

All the students will be making tree decorations as part 

of our Christmas activities in the Art Room.  I am 

hoping to display the decorations altogether on a large 

tree in the undercover area before they are taken home.  

Is there anyone who has a tree (real or artificial) they 

would like to donate to the school?  I was hoping to 

have quite a large tree of about 6 feet or more.  If 

anyone is able to help, please contact me on a Tuesday 

or Wednesday or speak to someone in the office.  

Thank You.   Ms. Martin. 

 

SCHOOL CRICKET NEWS 

 
Last Saturday we batted first against 208.  Casey and 

Anthony top scored with 9 runs each.  After facing 20 

balls a batter “retires” so another player can bat.  Brock 

managed to “retire” twice!! 5 of our players were 

bowled, so we might practice our batting at training.  

Congratulations to Casey, Anthony, Zac and Warrick 

(208 student) for hitting 4‟s.  Thanks to Warrick, Jack 

and Olie from East who filled in for us.  We made 60 

runs. 

Casey bowled well – 3 overs for 10 runs and 208 made 

151 runs.  Four of their players retired.  Last weeks 

totals were wrong, the kids were quick to point out.  St. 

Marys made 132 runs NOT 160.   

There are still places available for West boys/girls to 

join the schools cricket team.  Training is Thursdays 

after school until 4.30p.m.  This week‟s game is at 

Moama School against Moama.  Be there at 8.45a.m.   

Thanks, Kay McGrath. 

 

 

 

 

 

ECHUCA-MOAMA 2008 SHOW 

 

Echuca – Moama 2008 Show is on again Saturday and 

Sunday November 8 and 9 (including Saturday night).  

Echuca Show Society are giving away FREE ride 

tickets for the Show on Friday 7
th

 November at 

4.00p.m. at the Echuca Library. 

 

CRAZY CAMEL CALENDARS 

 

Crazy Camel Calendars. 

 

We are running this terrific fundraiser again this year.  

This year they are offering A4 Art Calendars, A4 Photo 

Calendars and Greeting Cards.  Children‟s artwork will 

be completed at school.  Orders were attached to the 

newsletter last week. 

Prices are: 

A4 Art Calendar – 12 month Colour  $10.00 

A4 Photo Calendar – 12 month  $12.00 

Greeting Cards (Art/Photo)((Per Pack of 8) $12.00 

Please make sure you add price to order forms.  Orders 

and money need to be back at school no later than 

Friday 7
th

 November. 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS IN THE SCHOOL THIS WEEK 

 
We would like to wish a happy birthday to Grady Smith 

and Mrs Engstrom who are celebrating their birthdays 

this week.  We hope they all have a great day.   

 

 

 

ADVERTISING SPACE 
If you would like to sponsor our newsletter and 

advertise your business in this space we would love to 

hear from you.  This will cost $20 each week to include 

your business card or logo in our weekly newsletter.  If 

you are interested please contact the school on 

54822263. 

 
 

 

2008 SCHOOL TERM DATES 
Term 4 

Monday 6
th

 October to Friday 19
th

 December 

 

 

DATES 2009 
Term 1 

28
th

 January (teachers) 

Monday 2
nd

 February (all students)– 3
rd

 April 

 

 

REMINDERS 

 Lunch Orders are Monday, Wednesday & Friday. 

 Lost Property Box is in the Undercover area. 

 Bank Day is Thursday 

 Newsletter folders to be returned by Thursday. 

 
 



FUTURE DATES 

Friday 21
st
 November 

Indonesian Cultural Day-Whole School performance 

Monday 24
th

 November 

Whole School R.E. Performance 

Wednesday 26
th

 November 

Prep Transition – Day 2 

Monday 1
st
 December – Wednesday 3

rd
 December 

Gr 3/4 Camp to Anglesea 

Tuesday 9
th

 December 

Prep Transition –Day 3 

Year 6 Transition 

Wednesday 17
th

 December 

Grade 6 Graduation 

Thursday 18
th

 December 

Family BBQ 

Friday 19
th

 December 

No Lunch Orders 

Last Day Term Dismissal 12.30p.m. 

No after school bus services 

 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS. 
 

 

 
BAMAWM EXTENSION CHRISTMAS TREE. 
 
Running for over 50 years and is a w onderful 
event for all the community, young & old.  
Residents of Bamawm, Bamawm Ext. & Echuca 
West are invited to a meeting for all parents & 
guardians o f children from 0 to Grade 6 who wish 
to attend the Bamawm Ext. Xmas Tree.  
Xmas Tree Meeting.  
Where: Bamawm Ext. Hall  
When: Wednesday 5 th  November.  
Time: 8.00p.m.  
Apologies & enquiries please contact.  

President: Annette Bonk 54865357 or  
Secretary: Kerry T yler 54825522.  

Names and ages of children on or before meeting 
would be appreciated.  
 
 
 

ECHUCA REGIONAL HEALTH ð FREE FORUM. 
 
The Cancer Council of Victoria, in conjunction 
with ERH are holding a community forum to raise 
awareness of prostate and bowel can cer, and the 
benefits of early detection.  
When: Thursday 20 th  November  
Where: Border Inn Hotel Motel Moama  
Time: 7pm with a light supper provided  
For more information please contact Jenny Railton 
on 54855226 or Jane Reid on 54855046.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ECHUCA CRICKET CLUB UNDER 12 TRAINING 
 
The first training session and try out for Echuca 
Cricket Club Under 12s for the 2008/2009 season 
will be held at the practice nets at Echuca College 
(Butcher Street campus, behind the indoor 
stadium) on Friday, 7 th  November 2008 f rom 4.00 
ð 5.30 pm.  
All gear supplied but bring your own if you like, 
plus a hat and water bottle.  
Registration forms and information about the 
season will be supplied on the day.  
ALL welcome. Players to preferably be in Grade 4 -6 
and aged under 12 as of 1 st September 2008.  
Phone John Scales on 0409 244 412 with any 
questions or email jscales8@bigpond.com . 
Milo In2 Cricket Program.  
Echuca  Cricket Club MILO In2Cricket Program  
continues this Sunday at Victoria Park,  9amto 

10.15am.  Registration still possible this week for 
newcomers aged 5 -8.  Boys and girls most 
welcome.  Cost $50.  
Contact Grant Kemp on 0420926860.  
 

 
 
 

ECHUCA/MOAMA LITTLE ATHLETICS. 
 
The season has now started, but itõs not too late to 
join.  Anyone  interested should be at Jack Eddy 
oval by 8.45am on Saturday.  
 
 
 

COMMUNITY KIDS PARTY ôHEROWEENõ. 
 
Where: Apex Park, High St, Echuca  
When: Friday 31 st October from 5.30pm -7.30p.m.  
FREE for kids up to 12 and their families.  Dress 
as your HERO.  Reptile sh ow ($2 entry), 
Entertainment, Face Painting, Games with the 
YMCA, Jumping Castle and a Free BBQ and free 
bag of goodies for each child.   
An initiative of the Salvation Army.  Enquiries to 
54826722  
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